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Swedish state paper. 
STOCKHOLM, January 9. 

His royal majesty’s health being now sb far re-established, that 
his majesty conceives himself able to resume the functions of go- 
vernment, his majesty thought proper, in conformity to his resoiu- 
tion transmitted to his royal highness the crown prince, to appoint 
the 7th of this month for that purpose. For this purpose all the 
members of the council of state, and the secretaries of state, at 
half past ten o’clock on that day, waited on his royal highness the 
crown prince, when his excellency count Gyttenborg, minister 
of the judiciary department, explained to his royal highness the 
sentiments of respectful esteem and gratitude with which the mem- 
bers of the couneil were filled, during the time that his royal high- 
ness had directed the national affairs, which sentiments never 
would forsake them. His rowal highness was pleased to reply to 
the address in the most gracious terms, and whereupon the crown 
prince, accompanied by the aforesaid lords and gentlemen; repair- 
ed to his royal majesty, to whom he read the statement of the 
publie business, hereafter following in this paper, from the 17th of 
March last. His royal majesty, overpowered by the most lively 
sensations, embraced the crown prince, and declared that he could 
not express all that his heart felt on this occasion towards him, but 
left. the internal satisfaction which his royal highness must derive 
from past times, to tell him all that his royal. majesty’s gratitude 
and the well-founded establishment of the kingdom’s welfare re 
quire towaids bim. f 
Speech addressed by his royal highness the prince royal, to the king, 

upon his majesty’s resuming the government of the kingdom, 

January 7, 1812. ; 

“ Sire—My most ardent wishes have been fulfilled—the re-estab- 
lished health of your majesty again enables you to resume the go- 
vernment of the kingdom. 

“1 can appeal to your own heart to judge of the delighted emo- 
tions mine experiences, in replacing between the hands of your 
majesty an authority, the prolonged exercise of which has can- 
stantly kept before me the danger which threatened your days. 

“ Notwithstanding the daily reports which I have submitted to 
your majesty, both respecting the exterior and interior situation of 
the state, I nevertheless consider it my duty to profit by the pre- 
sent occasion, 30 unportant for me upon all accounts, to present 
your majesty witha rapid sketch of thei. ; : 

« When your majesty decided upon embracing the continental 
policy, and declared war against Great Britain, Sweden had got 
clear of an unfortunate contest; her wounds were still bleedii:g; it 
was necessary for her to make new sacrifices. at a momenteven when 
she lost one of the principal branches of her public revenue; the 
whole of that produced by the customs being nearly annihilated. 

“ In defiance of the insulated situation of Sweden, she has per- 
formed, for the interest of the comnton cause, all that could be 
expected from a people faithful to their engagements; more than 
2,000,000 of rix dollars have been expended in recruiting the ariny, 
and placing in a state of defence the cvasts of our islands, our for- 
tresses, and our fleet. 

“ J-will not dissemble from your majesty that our commerce has 
been reduced to a simple coasting trade from port to port, and has 

reatly suffered from this state of war. Privateers under friendly 

ags, against which it would have been injudicious to have adupt- 
ed measures of safety and precaution, have taken advantage of our 
confidence in treaties, to capture, one after anc: her, nearly 50 of 
our merchantmen,; but at last, sire, your flotilla received orders 
to protect the Swedish flag, and the just commerce of your subjects 
against piracies, which could neither be authorised nor avowed by 
any government. . 5 

“The Danish cruisers have given much cause for complaint on 
our part; but the evil decreases daily, and every day leads us to 
think the lawful commerce of Sweden will not be any longer dis- 
turbed by them, znd that the relations of goud neighbouihoodship 
will be more strengthened. , . 

“ Vhe cruisers under the French flag have given an unlimited 
extension to their letters of marque; the injuries whieh they have 
done us have been the object of our compiaints;—the justice and 
loyalty of his majesty the emperor of the French have guaraiiteed 
their redress. 

“ The protections given by friendly governments have been re- 
spected, and such of their ships as have touched upon our coasts, 
have been at liberty to continue their voyage, whatever might be 
their destination. 

“ About fifty American ships, driven upon our coasts by sueces- 
sive tempests, have been released. ‘This act of justice, founded 
upon the rights of nations has been appreciated by the United 
States, and appearances promise us, that better understood rela- 
tions with their government will facilitate the exportation of the 
numerous piles of ivon with which our public places are now filled. 

“ Political considerations join with the fiumily connection which 
unites your majesty and the king of Prussia to consdlidate the rela- 
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'y" it i cemented, are executed on both sides with frankness and 
aith. 

‘ Our relations with the Austrian empire are upon the most 
amicable footing; the remembianece of glory brings the two na- 
tions nearer to each other, and vour majesty will neglect nothing 
which can contribute to maintaining the reciprocity of confidence 
and esteem its causes. : 
“If Spain and Portugal should assume a tranqui} posture, these 
countries will offer to Swedish commerce, advantages which would 
guarantee the perfectioning of the plans she nas commenced for 
unproving her iron mines. 

“ Our intereouse with Southern America has entirely ceasea, and 
war ravages these fine and unfortunate countries; when they have 

a regular administration, the produce of the kingdom. will find an | 
advantageous vent there. The maritime war has interrupted our 
commercial relations with Turkey; but nothing which interests 
that ancient friend of Sweden can be indifferent to your majesty. 

“Sire! Such are the exterior relations of Sweden. Justice and 
loyalty towards all nations have been the political guides of your 
imajesty. 

“ The army and the finances, these two principal guarantees of 
a state, have above all been the objects of my constant solicitude. 

“ A wise economy has governed the exvenditure of the funds 
for the armaments, which the state of war had rendered necessary. 
This war having great influenee upon the exportation of Swed: 
productions, upon the general proceedings of trade, and the ima- 
ginations of merchants had caused the course of exchange to rise 
to an exorbitant height! 1 have particularly directed my attention 
to stop this scourge of states, which having once broken its dykes, 
no bounds ean be placed to its ravages: In repressing on the one 
side stock jobbing, in carrying into exeeution the ancient laws a- 
gainst the unlawful exportation of gold or silver—in imposing a 
duty of transit upon the conveyance of ingots from foreign coun- 
tries through Sweden—ia endeavouring to bring back the nation to 
the principle of economy which distinguished their ancestors. On 
the other side I have endeavoured to give activity to the interior in- 
dustry and lawful commerce of Sweden. I have had the satisfae 
tion of seeing my eiforts crowned with suecess and that the course 
of exchange upon Hamburgh which in March last was at 1 36 sk, 
on the 3d of the present January was only i8 sk. 

“I have taken measures to render more general the manufacture 
of linen and the culture of hemp; to proceed actively in the dis- 
covery of new sources for obtaining salt; to continue the clearing 
of the ground im Dalecarlia; establishing a new communication 
with, and markets in Vermeland; to furm a company destined to 
carry on the herring fishery in the open seas; to prolong our 
commereial relations with Finland. to carry into execution the fi: 
nancial resolutions of the states of. the kingdom; to give the direc- 
tion of magazines, to those of the customs, and to the island of St. 
Bartholomews, a freshorganization. 

“Phe harvest not having proved a good one, I have adopted 
means to prevent a scarcity, by causing com to be imported from 
foreign countries: but in order to prevent such importation influ. 
eucing the exchange, salt must be exported for grain so received. 
This exchange will be effvcted witli -o much the more facility, as 
there yet exists a sufficient provision of salt in the country for two 
years’ consumption. 

“ thave with grief observed, that the immoderate use and manu. 
facture of brandy, by which the general interests ave sacrificed to 
individual ones, corrupt the nation, and will socher or later eause 
a scarcity. I have only emploved exhortations on this subject 
which I have collected trom the paternal sentiments of your majeg. 
ty, and I jeave it to other times, and to the judgmeut ef the states, 
to putan end toan evil which every body acknowledges goutinues 
mcreasmy. x 

* Thave paid particular attention to the state and orgaaaaation of 
the hi spitals, to the religious establishments, aud to tican of 
preventing or at least retieving mendicity. The inseam police 
aud agriculture have not been lost sight of, and.a ec aendeniy 
of agriculture will shortly be established for the pmepése of Biving 
an impulse and an encouragement to the public ecouomy, and to 
scientific knowledge, which wall continue toensure the prosperity 
of the state 

“ The works of the canal of Gothland, that grand monument 
of your majesty’s reign, have been carried on with Preat activiiy. 
Those of the canal of Sodertilge, stopped by obstecles which the 
zealous effortsof the directors have not been able to surniou.'t 
have again commenced with more rapid strides. . , 

“J have carried ito execution the solewi vésolation of the 
states of the kingdom, sanctioned by your inajesty vegarding the 
national arma: *..., Lut careful nat to deprive Agriculture of ally 
more arms than ave incispensably necessary for defCiee of car 
country, Lave merely oidered a levy of 15,000 wen, exclusive of 
the 50,600 which the states had placed at your imajesty’s disposal. 
‘ihe most diveful errors weve carried even mito Sesonen, where 
viognee and a public rebellion threatened for a INOTENT Lo Oppose 


x 





tions of frieidship that subsists between the two powers. : 
* The peace with Russia will not be trothled; the treaties by 


You. ii. 


| the execution of the measures ordained. Alvendy di ony ene iaies 
orsuch as are enviots of our repose, bezha to reioie. az ome ine sti 
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divisior:s;—but these were soon suppressed by the united furce of | 
the grisy and the laws and were suceccded by the reiuia of ational | 2 +s os 
Ries ard obedience to their duty. fhe vacancies in the | Learn of the yet surviving citizens once engulphed 


sence 





. 


ming, Egg-Harbor, what the “rebels” suffered,—-. 


ead nage and in the ta @inainent are almost entirely i in the prison ships at New-York;—go to the monv- 
filled up, and every measure has been taken to render them useful | . j , 
is) thisciuploy. The regular army has been recruited, as is also| ment reared with pious hands on the ‘shores of the 


the whole of the reserve, who have been clothed and supplied | Wallabout—it cover 


with well conditioned aris, of which suflicient quantities are found | 11.500 Americans who perished by disease and fa- 
ius the magazines, and fuunderies tor arnis have obtained a renewed | - h ‘yn into the holds of th -essels lik 
activity. Dhe making of gunpowder and saltpewe has becn ex.) 727?°F thrown inio the ar Tae Lee 


tended and improved, aid the artillery put into respectable ¢ondi-| billets of wood; pent up without room to lay down 


tin... The pensions granted to officers and soldiers wounded | 
during the war have been neither couficsacd nor augmented. ‘Lhe | 


in; denied the light of heaven and a free circulaiign 


nccounteof the expences of the late wai have been accelerated, | Of air; always stinted, and sometimes for whole days 


wed such measures as have becn adopted, had no other object in 
view than to render the troops serviceable, and to supply them with 
the necessaries requisite. 

“Your majesty will deign to perecive by this statement, that 
notwithstanding all that the detractors of Sweden have insinuated 


on this head, as that it would take sixty years to organize an army | 


of 6000 men, yet this will be apparent in the month of April next, 


| refused, even mouldy bread and putrid water. The 
history of modern times presents no parallel to the 


lcool deliberate cruelties practised by the “generous 


| English” on board of these vessels. The murders 
‘of the hell-hound Siwwarrof at Praga and Ismaei, 


both to the friends and enemirs of ;our majesty. Theitent of| may be forgiven; they succeeded the heat of the 


this augmentation of our miliary force is meiely defensive—with- 
out any other anbition than that of preserving her liberty and 
laws, Sweden will have the means of defending herself, and she 
can doit. Bound by the sea on one side. and on the other by 
inaccessible mountains, it is uot solely’on the courage of her inha- 
biianis, norin the remembranee of her former glory, that she has 
to seek for the security of her independenes; it is rather toe be 
found in her local situation, in her mountains, her forests, in her 
lakes, and in her frosts, Let her, therefore, profit by these united 


advantages, and jet her imh:bitants be thoroughly rsuaded of; 
ge y pe 


this truth, that if iron, the produce of their mourtams, cultivates 
their farms, by ploughing up their fieids, that it is likewise iron 
alone, and the firm determination of waking use of it, that can 
defend them. 

“I have been seconded in my efiorts by the good spirit prevalent 


im the army, and by the zeal and abilitics of the public funetioia- | 
b | ° 


ries. 

“The magistraev hes mai-tained its ancient reputation; it has 
painful duties to fulfil, but this has procured ita fresh title and 
claim to yenersi estecin- 

“The different departments of the chancery of state have rival- 
hed each other in giving the quickest dispatch compatible with the 
turmalities reqeined by our laws and customs, to al) business which 
has come under their com nizance. 

*The seevretary of state’s department for chureh affairs, has 
since the 17th Mareh. cxpedind nearh: 690 causes, that of the 
interior 952, that of the finance and commerce 1653, and the war 
wepartinent 25,305" 

* Phe causes in final decision which has not yet been given, and 
which are confined toa very moderate pumber m each department 
im comparison to the extent, eoning under their several denomina- 
tions. are cithcr of such a uature as to require your maiesty’s 


i battle. The horrors of the French revolution may 
ibe passed over as the fiery effervescences of the 
‘times, but in the treatment of our own countrymen 
| we have an instance of steady and unyielding cruelty 


| unknown to the world—it lasted for vears:—but the 
'victims were—“‘reBEts!” The famed dlack-hale 
at Calcutta was but a type of the Jersey prison shop. 
| To give in detail the horrors of the revolution, is 
| by no means my intention. They are fresh in the 
minds of many—but the people of the colonies were 
“-ebets’—and it was the willof the “Lerd’s anoint- 
ied,” (as lyimg priests most impiously call their 


‘kings) that fire and sword should desolate the coun. 
| trv.—The writer of this article had nearly perished 
| with his mother a short time before he was born.* 
| A British grenadier ga//antly attacked her with his 
‘bayonet. but she was saved as though by the inter- 
| position of Providence. Cases of this kind were 
{not uncommon.—the “rebels” had lost the “gra- 
|cious” protection of the king. 

In the south, the poor ignorant slave was called 
‘upon to cut the throat of his master, to destroy his 


} ‘ . . . - 
family, and conflagrate his dwelling. In the north, 


decision, or to be agam brought forward for final determination. | the savare, thirsting for the blood of men, women, 


Should your majesty deign to recognize in the sketeh which 
J have laid before you, the desire which has actuated me to deserve 
the high contiience you have shewn towards me, this would prove 
next to the joy Lfeit on suur Maiesty’s re-establishment, thi most 
pleasing recompence for all my pains. May Heaven,in aceordance 
with my pravers, Jengthen your Maiesty’s days, and that Sweden, 
srotected by your vii tues, sire. may find an unperishable guarantee 
im the absolute devotion which my heart has avowed to your Ma- 
jesty, i: the respeetful attachment of my son, in the sanctity of the 
laws of state, in uprightness of public functionaries, and in the 
union, the courage ad the patriotism of all Sweden. 

With the most sincere senthnents of attachment, and with the 
most p ofound respect Lam, sir, your Majesty’s most humble and 
faithiui subject and good son. 

CHARLES JEAN. 


® Palace at Stockholm, January 7, 1312.” 





and children, was let loose, and urged by urhal- 
lowed gifis to carry on his relentless war. Who 
ever before heard of such allies of a christian nation? 
But rebellion is a high crime; and the “magnani- 
mous” English felt justified in using all the means 
that “God and nature had put into their hands” 
Nor were treaties observed with the ‘“‘redef%:.’— 
The most solemn compacts were violated wichout 
ceremony. The congress of seventy-six have given 
infamous immortality to the name of Gage; who, 
but for his treachery and the record of it (like 
Erostatvs and the decree of the Athenians) would 
have descended to the common mass of earth un- 





Treason, Repetition, mevolution. 
“Treason Aas never prospered what's the reason? 


“iV hy—when it prospers, nove do call it TrEASON.” 


a 


heeded (see Weekly Register, vol. 1, page 94.) 
Inthe early part of 1777, Dr. Frenkiin applied to 
lord Stormont, the British mimister at Paris, to 
lessen the horrors of war by a mutual exchange of 





‘The greater part of mankind estimate the merits 
of 2 cause by the success that attends it. Havcock } 
and S. Anams, of giarious memory in the history 
of their coun.rv and justly assuming pre-eminence 
in being of all the American people, excluded from 
the reveal mercy, might, and perhaps, would have 
expisted their noble daring of the scaffold, as trai- 
tors, if (oh! happy if!) the revolution bad not been 
so gali.ntiy prosecuted and sublimely concluded!— 
And posterity, learning the character of these illus- 
triuus men from the historians of the conqueror, 
micivi have ranked them as the companions of Jack } 
Code and Wai Tyler. 





a 


yy vnat the workd now calls our revolutionaru war. | 
Ask the relatives ofthe basely slain at Pael, vo-| 


Lot us bring to memory a few of the early events ; 


_—- 


prisoners—but his lordship said, “the Avng’s ambas- 
sador receives no apphcation from rede/s unless 
to implore his majesty’s mercy.” A short time 
after general Burgoyne and his army were captured 
—and his murdering allies dispersed. The word 
rebellion began to give Wav, REVOLUTION was thie 
phrase. The success of the contest changed tle 
features of it. 

These things are not mentioned to excite “old 
animosities” which some would so carefully guard 
us against. They are in ended to apply te the events 
of the present times. Yet this same England, who 
so barbarously opposed redellion in America, gloried 
in a “revolution? tbat literally drove the “sacred 
herson of majes.u from her throne,” and placed an 


* In 1777. 











s the fragments of the bones of 
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usurper pon it, a cold-blooded tyrant and deliberate 

assassiii—Witness the destruction of the clan of} 

Glencoe, by William III. 
The people. of France, infuriated by suffering, 


rebels: and, in all cases to which their power ex- 
tends, treat them with less mercy than Bonaparte 
metes to their associates (whom he calls rebe/s) when 
taken in arms against him. It is “patriotism” to 


east off their allegiance to Louis (a good man, |fight against the emperor of France who forced 


though the administration of his government was 


Ferdinand to sign an act of abdication of ‘he crown 


most corrupt) and put him to death. They esta-|of Spain—but it is redelion to renounce allegiance 


blished a government for themselves—they carried 
the tri-coloured flag through blood and slaughter 
triumphant, and humbled in the dust the associated 


to Ferdinand, who forced king Charles to resign the 
sceptre to him. Thus are different meanings at- 
tached to things that are substantially the same, by 


kings who conspired to dismember their territory,| different persons under different circum .nces— 


and punishing them for rebellmg. From the unpa- 
rallelled successes that attended theimarms, the fer- 
ment in this country was called a revolution; but 
even yet were a Bourbon to ascend the throne, it 
would be stiled a rebellion. Against this govern- 
ment, sealed with the blood of so many millions, 
Naporeon Bonaparte rebelled. Forgetful of 
all his professions in favour of freedom and his oft 
repeated vows, he aimed at the diadem and suc- 
ceeded—and thousands of those who at the time 
of his usurpation would have planted a dagger into 
his bosom, now lowly bending in his presence 
round the throne, would be as ready to bring de- 
struction on the hardy republican who should ven- 
ture to presume that his assumption of the sove- 
reignty was not a “glorious revolution.” It Bona- 
parte had failed, his head would have beea the 
forfeit. Should any man or body of men now at- 
tempt to do what he himself accomplished and not 
succeed—would not their fate be instant death from 
his hands? 

If Spain shall triumph in the gallant struggle of 
her people—a struggle worthy of better hopes than 
can be entertained from a government conducted by 
so miserable a creature as Ferdinand or the corrupt- 
ed Cortes that now usurp it—the affair will be re- 
corded in history as a revolution—if the mighty ef- 
fort fails, and Joseph shall obtain peaceable posses- 
sion of the throne, the world will call it a redellion 
—the difference of the terms ensuing the success of 
the matter. 

If ever a people were justified by the laws of 
nature and nature’s God, in dissolving the political 
bonds that held them to another, it is the people of 
what is commonly called “Spanish America”— 
What outrages, indignities and insults have not been 
heaped upon the heads of.these colonists!—most 
of their precious productions, as well agriculture as 
mineral, were menopolized by the government— 
they were restricted and restrained at every point— 
their substance was destroyed by swarms of offi- 
cers from Spain, who fell upon them like the locusts 
of the desarts upon the fertile regions of Asia, 
“consuming every green thing:”’—denied the free- 
dom of action, they were almost forbidden the li- 
berty of thought; and intercourse with the world 
was refused lest they might become sensible of their 
condition, and attempt to change it. Despotism 
existed in all in its purity, and most oppressive 
form. One horde of tyrants were succeeded by 
another; each finding out some new vexation to the 
exhausted people, to enrich themselves the more 
speedily, and enable them to return “ome” to 
riot and luxury. Some of the colonies have revolt- 
ed, and assumed for themselves arank and name 
among the nations of the earth—and others are still 
embarked in a deadly contest for their rights—whigs 
against tories, Americans against “the Gods!”’*— 
The “patriotic” junta at Cadiz call the Americans 





* The native Spaniards are go cabled frem their 


and they. become, treason, rebellion or revolution. 

But how stands ihe people of the United Sisies 
as to these matters? The warm feelings of thou- 
sands are enlisted on behalf of the European “pa- 
niards—the Brave defence they have made, an: ne 
sanctity of their cause, are favourite themes amongst 
us. The success of their arms is called “glorious 
news; our public prinis give columns upon co- 
lumns of details of events in that country, as most 
interesting matter; and from the hall of congress 
to the school-house debating club, we find orators 
extolling, and magnifying, her struggles for Ferdi- 
nand and a king. How, then, is it, that a gloomy 
silence prevails regarding the American Spaniards, 
and that a short flippant paragraph is only occa- 
sionally found respecting them? ‘They—Venezvela 
at least, have established governments like our own 
—they have adopted representative systems; and 
the law is built on the will of the people, to be 
administered for the common good, bearing equally 
upon all. Ought we not to feel more interested in 
such events, occurring, as it were at our own doors, 
than in the choice of masters in Europe? Like na- 
turally seeks its like; and, if truly attached to the 
republic of North America, ought we io be indif- 
ferent as to the establishment of a repudiic in the 
southern continent, a sister, of whom we may enter- 
tain the happiest anticipations? I apprehend there is 
some foreign influence in this apathy—-perhaps, we 
feel ourselves so intimately connected with Euro- 
pean politics, that we are weaned from our own, 
and regard them as matters of a secondary nature. 
The thought seems worthy of serious consideration. 
I fear the insinuation is too weil founded on truth. 

I have been led to these remarks by the following 
article, translated for an American paper, inseried 
without comment, and in whieh the pairiots (2s I 
call them) of Mexico, are unfeelingly treated ds 
mere “INSURGENTS” by an American editor: 


“Official account of the execution of the chiefs of 
the Mexican imsurg_nis, taken from the Havana 
Messenger; of the 23d November, 1811. 
Gvapataxarna, 16th September, 1811.—By or. 

der of his excellency, the general in chief of the 
army of reserve, don Joset de la Cruz, the com- 
mittee of public safety of this capital. informs ihe 
inhabitants of this city and provinee iat it has re- 
ceived the following list of the prii.ipal chiefs of 
the insurrection wh:ch have been shot at Chibua- 
hua at the different periods hereafter mentioned. 

On the Ist of May, 1811—Ignacio Camargo 
major general; Juan Baurista Carrasco, brigadier; 
Augustin Marrequin, hangman. 

On the 11th of same month—Francisco Lauza 
gorta, major general; Luis Mircles, colonel. 

On the 6th June—Juan Ignacio Bamon, captain; 
Nicolas Zapata, major general; Joseph Sunios Villa 
colonel; Pedro Leon, town master. . 


mo; Mariano Ximenez, capiain peneral and gos 
vernor of Monterry; Jean de Aldama, licatengst 
Kad er 
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general 













































































On the 26th June—Ignacio Allende, generallissi- 
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On the 27th said month—Joseph Maria Chico, 
lawyer’ Josef Solis, intendant of the army of the 
insurgents; Vicente Valencia; Onofre Portugal, 
bricadier general. 

On the 27th July, 1811—The curate HIDALGO, 
chief of the rebellion. 

‘The following were sentenced to hard labour:— 
Andres Molano, during life; Aranda, Jzcinto, 
Norma, Charles, Martinez, Ignaeio, Moldonado, 
and Abssolo, for 10 years at Encinills; their es- 
tates confiscated and their descendants attained. 

Town of Xerez, 5th September, 1811. 

(Signed) Joser Manzex pe Ocnoa.” 


by the British government, though a familiar top/ 
of conversation, and a fruitful subject of criticisin, 
is very imperfectly understood. Some of the ables: 
political writers have regarded it as the surest proof 
of the strength of the country; while others, not 
less wise, nor patriotic, deprecate it as the harbin. 
ger of inevitable ruin. Conviction seldom attends 
political reasoning. There seems to be a natural 
attachment, in every man, to his own opinion, more 
especially on the two important subjects of religion 
and government; from which a powerful argument 
might be drawn in favour of republics. We shalt 
not, however, so far forgét our present purpose, as 





Now let us suppose that Aapoleon Bonaparte | 


to lead the reader into metaphysical discussions.— 


: . = < L >. . . * >. * i a * 
were to obtain possession of Romana, Blake, and} The imtention of the writer is simply to explain, as 


some ten or twelve others of the leaders of the 
Spaniards—to put some to death, sentence others to 
hard labour for life, confiscate the estates of all, and 
“attain their DESCENDANTS?” Would not the 
whole world be called upon to rise in vengeance 
at the bloody deed, and heaven, earth and hell be 
interceded with to destroy and punish the mfamous 
tyrant? The American press would groan under 
the weight of its criminations; and the chosen 
curses of Sythoraa be too light to express our hor- 
rer.&t- the berbarqua story, *.*. 9*¢ * * * 
Se I Me 
.Mexico, mcn of high souls and generous pursuits, 
have descended to the tomb unpitied and unla- 
mented! 

It the sanctity of their cause could have insured 
its success, these men had not perished.—A reverse 
of events that preserved Hancock and Adams trom 
the halier, brought death to Hipaueo and his com- 
patriot friends.—But for these adverse ciscumstan- 





—— 


concisely and as intelligibly as possible, the mean- 


ing of terms which are frequently uscd; but which 
it is not in every one’s power to make himself ac- 
quainted with. He has been particular in adduc- 
ing the authorities upon which his statements are 
founded, that the reader might have an opportunity 
of knowing from what sources he can collect a ful- 
ler information, should the present abstract not be 
sufficient to satisfy his curiosity. 

In 1422 the revenue of the monarch who then 
swayed the English sceptre (Henry V.) amount- 





‘ted only to the sum of 55,7142, and a few shillings; 
> ° 


which left the small surplus over and above the or- 
dinary expenses of his governmerit of about 5,200/; 
and from this sum the king was not only obliged to 
support his household, but to pay the expense ot 
embassies, &c.1 To supply the expenses of the nu. 
merous wars in which he was engaged, and for 
which the grants by parliament were incufficient, he 
was often obiiged to borrow money upon the pawn 





° ~ . 4 . “an 3 a ai mn a _ . oo ee 
ces a represeniative system of government would | of his jewels, and sometimes of the crown itself. P 


; 


have established in Mexico; and Hidalgo, perhaps,; At the accesion of Mary in 15°3, the revenue oi 


hailed as the Washington ot his native land, might 
have directed its concerns to the happiest destinies. 
-—-But while my very soul mourns for the faite of 


| 


|the kingdom had increased to 300,000 pounds, but 
‘so considerably also had the expenses of govern- 


iment been. augmented, that this sum was found in- 


° 5 * c ia I. 9 iw a t stITDy - yf « CE sta blish- 
those chiefs, I thank heaven for the gleam of hope | acequate even to the support of a peace establisl 


afforded by many accounts from that country; 
trusting the seat of royalty is shaken to its centre, 
and that the bloody archbishop and viceroy wiil 
soon pay the foricit of his murders. Respect shail 
then be paid to the manes of the illustrious dead, 
and the despised “insurgents” be heid up to future 
generations as examples of patriotism, of virtue and 
suffering. H. N. 
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tritish Statistics. 


RISTORY OF THE SINKING FUND, &c. 
DERIVED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. 
—“Mobilitate viget—Viresque oequirit eundo.”"— 


In the early ages.of the world, even down to the 
sixteenth century, when Princes or other supreme 
heads of government were in want of money to 
supply their exigencies, either real or imaginary, it 
Was the common custom for them to mortgage their 
territories in security for the repayment of the sums 
they found it necessary to borrow. Under such cir- 


ment; and to meet her exigencies, the quee» 
‘found it necessary to levy large sums upon her sub- 
|jects, as well as to anticipate the supplies from par- 
iliament.2 The ordmary disbursements of James I. 
lexceeded his revenue to the amount of 36,000/5— 
'But the civil war which ended in the protectorship 
‘of Oliver Cromwell had increased the expenditures 
'of government to such an enormeus amount, that 
| though his son Richard had a revenue of nearly two 
| millions, he was under the necessity of demanding 
|an additional supply from Parliament of more than 
| 300,0¢024 The revenue of Charles Hl. at the re- 
storation, did not amount to so much by upwards 
of 500.0007; and having a great portion of the 
debt, contracted during the extstence of the com- 
monwealth, thrown upon him, and having also to 
sustain several expensive wars; it is not wonderful 
that he exceeded his income. Upon the shutting up 
of the exchequer in 1672 he forcibly detained fron 
| the bankers the sum of 1,200,002, for which he 
| paid them an interest of 6 per centum; but notw:th- 
{standing this outrage upon faith and common ho- 
‘nesty, his credit was so good as to enable him to 





cumstances it eventually depended on the success or} borrow money a few years afterwards at the fermer 
good faith of the potentate whether the lenders were | rate of 8 per cent. interests 


ever reimbursed; and the facility of borrowing was, | 
consequently, extremely limited. Whether an in-! 
crease of that facility by the invention of other} 
modes of msurance less problematical, has added | 
either to the aggrandizement of the prince, orto the | 
happiness of the people, is a question involving so | 
many adverse interests, that a satisfactory solution 


one ~ “ ? 
can hardly be expected. The nature of the debt due} 


In order to avoid the necessity of increasing the 





1 Hume’s England, Vol. TT. 
2 Hume’s England, Vol. [y. 
3 Ib. Vol. VI. 

4 tb. Vol. VIE 

5 ib. Vol. VI. 
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precedented increase of the national expenditures, 
which at the revolution in 1688 exceeded the amount 
of revenue by the enormous sum of 1,054,925/. 
the government resorted to the policy which had 
been adopted by Florence in the year 1344. This 
was neither more or less than throwing the bur- 
then of the debt upon posterity; and bon, borrow- 
ing every year the sums necessary for the current 
services of the state, and creating thereof a trans- 
ferable fund, they imposed no more taxes than suf- 
ficed to pay the interest of the sum borrowed.6 
Thus originated the national debt of Great Bri- 
tain. Upon each sum borrowed, a specific tax was 
imposed to pay its interest; and the produce of each 
tax was in the first instance made to constitute a dis- 
tinct fund: But the sums to be borrowed becoming 
more numerous every vear, it soon became neces- 
sary, in order to avoid the confusion of creating so 
many separate funds,to unite themall into threeunder 
the denomination of the Aggregate, the South Sea 
and the General Fund. The first of these consisted of 
various taxes, surplusses, and duties consolidated in 
1715, and given as a security to the bank of Eng- 
land. The South Sea fund consisted of a duty on 
candles, and imposts on wines, vinegar, tobacco, 
and East India goods, and was appropriated to pay 
the interests of the South Sea Company’s capital. 
The General Fund consisted of a subsidy on goods 
exported, a tax on hackney coaches and chairs, du- 
ties on soap, hides, stamps, policies of insurance, 
‘c. ‘[his was appropriated tothe discharge of the 
interest of the South Sea annuities.7 Besides the 
debt under these three heads, which is called the 
funded debt, there is likewise a considerable sum due 
by government under the appellation of the unfunded 
debt. This accrues from those subjects of expence 
jor which the provision made has been inadequate, 
and consists principally of exchequer bills and navy 
éil’s. The chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
board of admiralty are empowered, during the re- 
cess of parliament, to issue notes to the amuont of 
their several exigencies, bearing interest, which 
notes, the parliament standing pledged to pay them, 
have the same currency with bank notes. _ 
Various rates of interest have been paid upon the 
debt, according to different acts of parliament or 
according to the nature of the contracts which 
could be made with the lenders; and this variety 
of interests, creates an additional variety of stock 
in the national debt. The folowing brief state- 
ment will shew the great facility with which 
the government were enabled to borrow mo- 
ney, and the consequent rapid accumulation of the 
debi. In the year 1688, as has been before observed, 
the public debt amounted only to little more than 
one million. On the 31st December 1697 it was 
01,515,472 pounds. Of this sum 5,121,0712. were 
paid, so as to leave at the commencement of 1700 a 
balance of 16,344,4012. The next fourteen years 
Increased it to 55,681,076/. An uninterrupted 
peace of seventeen years, namely from 1722 to 1739 
again reduced it to 46,954,623. In the next nine 
years it increased_ to 73,293,3032. About four mil- 
tions were paid off in the succeeding seven years of 
peace, and the war which followed to 1763 again 
uicreased it to 139,561,8062 In the interval be- 
‘ween this period and the commencement of the 





— 





war against the American colonies, about ten mil- 
lions were paid off, which left at the beginning of 
1775 a debt of 129,146,322/. The American wary 
which in every instance proved so disastrous to the 
mother country, increased it to the enormous sum of 
262,318,198/, an average of more than sixteen mil- 
lion per annum9 The same war cost the United 
States only 135,103,703 dellars,! and gained them 
independence with an empire of incalculable value. 
From the year 1786 io 1793 the debt was reduced 
about nineteen millions and an half, and inthe next 


{seven years, again nearly doubled amounting in 


January 1800 io 463,878,034/.1! In 1804 it amoun- 
ted to 531,463,363212 The amount at the com- 
mencement of the present year (1812) is variously 
stated by different calculators, none of whom how- 
ever, have made it less than kigéwT HUNDRLD MIL- 
Lions; for the payment of the various interests of 
which prodigious sum, the people of the kingdom 
are now burthened to the utmost stretch of their 
capacities. 

However light it might have been deemed in the 
first instance to discharge the interest of the public 
debt; the necessary increase of taxes towards the 
commencement of the 18th century became a sub- 
ject of serious apprehension ad alarm, not only to 
the people but to the minister; and early ‘in the 
year 1717, Sir Robert Walpole, then first lord 
commissioner of the treasury, introduced a bill into 
parliament by which it was enacted that ali the pub- 
lic funds redeemable by law, and bearing higher 
interest than 5 per cent be redeemed according to 


their respective provisoes, or, with the consent of 


the proprietors, be converted into an annuity not 
exceeding 5 per cent. And the’surplusses arising, 
as well from the proposed reduction of interest from 
6 to 5 per cent as from the excesses of the several 
taxes appropriated to the payment of the interes‘, 
were declared to be solely and unalienably applics- 
ble to the discharge of the principal of the public 
debt; under the denomination of a sinKING FuND.!5 
But the undisguised corruption and bribery practi- 
sed by the government in those days, and of which 
sir Robert Walpole is justly accused of being the fa- 
ther, did not long suffer this fund, though legally 
unalienable, to remain devoted to its original pur- 
pose. In 1727 a further reduction of interest took 
place from five to four per cent, by which the sur- 
plusses annually saved and applied to accumulation, 
were increased to the very considerable sum of 
1,200,0007.14 Whether the acute eye of the mi- 
nister foresaw the embarrassment which would arise 
from this curtailment of the general circulation, or 
whether he found this sum necessary to his system 
of corruption as Dr. Price!5 more than insinuates, 
certain it is that in 1733 he carried a motion.in pare 
liament for the appropriation of Aalfa miliion out 
of the sinking fund for current services! Sir Ro- 
bert endeavoured to defend this direct attack upon 





9 Vid. Financial and Political facts, By. Mr. 
M‘Arthur, p. 525. 

10 Blodgest’s statistical mannel. 

11 Finanefel and Political facts. 

12 Guthepe’s Geo. gram. article England. 

138 Vid. .Wemoirs of George £ by Belsham, vol. 1 


"5 


p. 169. 


14 Vid. Estimates of the comparative streneth of 
Great Britain, by George Chalmers, F. R. 8, S. A, 





6 Blackst. comment. 
&. \ = Resources of the British empire, by John| 
Bristed, j 


* Hume’s England, Vok YT, p. 349 


p. 110. 


15 Wid. Appeal to the public on the subject of the nis 


tional debt, by Dr. Price. 


16 Belsham, memoirs Se. Vol. 1 p. 527. 
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his own favourite measure by asserting that the great 
yaturity to which the sinking fund had grown, had 
become a terror to all the individual proprietors of 
the public debt. The high state of credit, the low 
raie of interest, and the advanced price of all public 
siocks and funds above par, made the great monied 
companies, and all their proprietors, apprehend be- 
ing obliged to receive their principal too fast; and 
it became almost the universal consent of mankind, 
that a million a year was as much as the creditors of 
the public could bear to receive in discharge of part 
of their principal.!7 ‘The great contest among the 
public creditors at that fortunate epoch, was not so 
much who should be paid his capital as who should 
be suffered to remain the creditors of the state.18— 
And the south sea company, who were by far the 
largest creditors, were so far from looking upon 
their being first paid off, as a privilege or beneficial 
preference that they expressly provided against it.19 
Nor will this seem at all extraordinary when it is 
considered that the capital thus forced upon the 
stockholders must have remained in their hands un- 
employed; or they must have been forced to employ 
it at a diminished profit; and this must have con- 
tinued progressively till capital became so abundant, 
and its profits so diminished, that the proprietors 
would have been induced ‘o remove it to other 
countries where it might to be more wanted and 
where it might be employed to greater advantage.20 
But Dr. Price, who as a political economist ranks 
deservedly high, was of a different opinion; and 
instead of allowing credit to sir Robert, which if 
his apprehensions were real he certainiy deserved, 
for abandoning a s\- em pregnant with so many se- 
rious evils, asserts that it would have rendered Great 
Britain the envy and terror of the world, had it not 
been prematurely destroved by the unnatural hand 
of its own parent.21 And Chalmers affirms it to be 
of greater importance to the country than the ac- 
quisiuion of the American mines 22 

I: wouid be difficult at this remote period, amidst 
the various contradictory suggestions of the parti- 
zans and opponents of Sir Robert Walpole, to find 
out the real motives which actuated his conduct in 
regard to the sinking fund. He was undeniably the 
father of a system of corruption, which, under a 
litile disguise, has been closely followed by minis- 
ters to the present day; but might he not have easi- 
ly supplied himself with the means of carrying on his 
plans, without resorting to the fund which his own 
ingenuity had devised for other purposes? If an 
experience of sixteen years had convinced him of 
the beneficial operation of the s‘nking fund, is it 
not fair to conclude, without derogating from the 
tespectability of Dr. Price, that he would not have 
suffered so solid a foundation to fall, upon which to 
raise the superstructure of an immortal fame? The 
private character of sir Robert Walpole was unim- 
peached. His most violent political opponents 
have not denied him to possess the domestic virtues 
in a pre-eminent degree; and his having died in cir- 
cumstances by no means offuent® aiithough he had 
had the revenues of Brita at his disposal for a pe- 





17 Considerations concerning the public funds, &c. 
by sir R. Walpole. 
18 Estimates of the comp. strength of G. B. p. 114. 
19 Appeal to the pudlic, Ec. Ec. 
20 Vd. Lauderdale on the nature and origin of 
public wealth, 
21 Appeal to the public, &c. Efe. 
22 Vid. Chalme:’s Estimate, &c. p. 183. 
23 Belsham’s Memozrs, vol. I. page 158. 


riod of twenty years, will prove that personal inte. 
rest did not influence his ministry. The favourite 
object of his administration was to preserve his 
country in a state of peace, and thus encourage 
manufactures, commerce and agriculture. It wis 
to maintain an uninterrupted state of tranquillity, 
that his plan of bribery was Des in practice; and 
that he fourd it necessary, or that he found it suc- 
cessful, is surely at least as great a reproach to the 
integrity of his countrymen, as it is a blot in his 
own escutchion. Walpole himself made no scrt- 
ple of acknowledging the means he employed to 
allay the refactory spirits of the members of parlis 
ment, Madame Pompadour the favourite of Louis 
XV. among many other cutious state secrets which 
she has given to the world in her very interesting 
memoirs, has the following extract from the cor- 
respondence of the British minister with the cele. 
brated Cardinal de Fleury, which was put into her 
hands by the king. “I pay a subsidy to one half of 
the parliament to keep it within pacific bounds; 
but as the king (George II.) has not money enough, 
and as those to whom I have given none declare 
themselves cpenly for war, it would be proper for 
your eminence to send me three millions tournois, 
for lowering the voice of those who cry out loudest. 
Gold is here a metal that has a prodigious effect in 
cooling hot blood and martial spirits. There is na 
impetuous warrior in the parliament, but a pension 
of two thousand pounds would muke se gel 
tle.”24 Pope, who in various parts of his works has 
done justice to the private virtues of sir Robert, con- 
firms this universal prevalence of corruption in the 
following nervous lines: 

“See thronging millions to the Pagod run, 

And offer country, parent, wife or son! 

Hear her blaek strnmpet through the land proclaim 

That not to be corrupted is the shame.” 

. 7. - * . = od J 


“From tail to mouth they feed and they carouse: 
The last full fairly gives it to the Aouse "25 


The Baron of Melcombe Regis, better Known as 
Mr. Doddington, expresses himself in equally strong 
language upon this subject; he says that baseness, 
degeneracy and corruption were carried to such 
height as to destroy all pretensions of the people to 
Divine favour or interposition. Such were the px 
triots of England, somewhat less than a century ago. 
Whether any succeeding minister has found them 
equally flexible must remain to be discovered by 
some future madame Pompadour. 

After this period (1733) though the name of 3 
sinking fund existed, and sums were occasionally 
appropriated to the purchase of the public debt 
many years elapsed before any thing like regularry 
was restored to the system of accumulation” 
From its establishment to the year 1776 a pericd u! 
sixty years, this boasted fund had redeemed no more 
than eight millions and an half of the public debt” 
But as this was attributed rather to the outrages 
committed upon it, than to any inadequacy of the 
scheme itself, Mr. Pitt, in the year 1786, then 
prime minister of England and chancellor of the 
exchequer, brought forward a bill in parliament 
for the appropriation of one million annually to the 
purposes of the sinking funa; to be vested in the 


the revenue amounted only to 900,0002, Mr. Pit 
proposed an add'tional duty on spirits, on certa!l 





24 Vid. Memoires de Mad. la Marquise de Pom 
padour. 
25 Pope’s Epilogue to the Satires. 
929 


26 Nature and origin of public wealth, p. 202. 
27 Resources of the British empire. 
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kinds of timber imported, and on yerfumery, which 
he calculated would yield more than enough to make 
up the deficiency.28 The commissioners, named 
by the minister in the bill, were the speaker of 
the house of commons, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, the master of the rolls, the governor and 
deputy governor of the bank of England, and the 
accomptant general of the high court of chancery; 
such were the distinguished persons which Mr. 
Pitt proposed to appoint to this important trust; 
and still further to secure it fromwiolation he re- 
commended that no sum might be left in their hands, 
at any time sufficiently large to tempt a minister to 
infringe upon this national fund; and to this end 
proposed that 250,000/. should be applied guarterly 
to the purchase of siock, for the period of twenty- 
eight years, at the end of which time it was calcu- 
lated that this annual million would produce an in- 
oome of four millions per annum.29 Mr. Fox, the 
great leader of the opposition, offered an amendment 
empowering the commissioners, whenever a new 
loan should thereafter be made, to accept so much 
of it as should be equal to the cash then in their 
hands—for example, if, when a new loan of six 
millions was proposed, there should be one million 


such case take a million of the loan; and the donns 
or douceur of that million should be received by 
them for the public; so that in fact the public would 
only have five millions to borrow. This amend- 
ment was readily agreed to by Mr. Pitt, and after 
some frivolous objections from other members tie 
bill finally passecl with very zeaeral approbation.30 
In 1792 the Parliament voted an additional appro- 
priation of 209,0001, thus making the sum of 
1,209,0092. the Jasis of the annual income of what 
is now called the old sinking fund; and by another 
act of parliament passed in the same year, it was 
provided that on all future loans, in addition to the 
taxes necessary for the payment of their interest, a 
surplus of one per cent. should be imposed, to be 
applied to the redemption of the capital. This con- 
stituted what was tepmed the new sinking fund3} 
These two funds were combined or consolidated in 
18.)2, the limitation of the yearly income of the old 


away, and the income of their joint operation per- 
mittel to go on, progressively increasing to any 
umount which parliainent, in its discretion, may 
think proper to allow. The annual appropriation 
of 2)90,J0U/. (made in 1792) was rendered a perma- 
nent grant; and thereby the necessity for the addi- 
tional one per cent. on new loans was abolished.32— 
Various ininor provisions have been made, from time 
to time, towards a further augmentation of this fund, 
Which are not, however, of material importance to 
the general plan—we have given its principal out- 
lines. A few words will suffice to explain the na- 
ture of its accumulating operation. For the sake of 
perspicaity, we will suppose the annual appropria- 
tion to be (what it originally was) the round sum of 
one milion, and that with this sum, the commis 
sioners of the sinking fund purchase stock, bearing 
an interest of 5 per centum. The purchase of this 
stock, is the purchase of so much of the national 
debi, though no actual diminution of the debt takes 








28 Belsham’s Memoirs of Geo. III, vol. IV, p. 93. 
29 Annual Register for 1786, p. 99. 

30 Belsham as before cited. 

31 Resources of the British empire, p. 24. 


place; for the interest which was before paid to the 
individuals who held the stock, is siill paid, to che 
government; and the commissioners, for the second 
year, in addition to the annus! million, will réceive 
an interest on the first of 50,000; making their ca- 
ital for that year 2,050,000; the interest on which 
being 102,500/., will give them a capital for the 
third year of 3,152,500/. and so on progressively — 
Thus from the year 1736, the time of the establish- 
ment of Mr. Pitt’s sinking fund, to the year 1792, 
a period of six years, 8,200,000/. of the cupitul ov the . 
public debt had been redeemed, as it is somewhat 
fancifully termed. But the portion thus said to be 
sedeemed, is not extinguished, and of course the 
burthen of the people is not rendered lighter by any 
diminution of the taxes. 
The object of the minister, as avowed in his ari- 
ginal scheme, was to limit the annual income of the 
sinking fund to a maximum of four millions, and by 
extinguishing so much of the public stock, reduce 
the yearly taxes to the same amount. But seduced 
by the dazzling glare of wealth which he saw flow- 
ing in upon the nation, by his fallacious computa- 
tions, he suffered his restriction to be removed, as 
has been seen, in 1802, when the old and new sink- 
ing funds were coasolidated. 
Notwithstanding all the praise which has been so 
lavishly bestowed upon Mr. Pitt for the wisdom, 
and ingenuity of this financial arrangement; which 
has been considered as the only practicable con- 
trivance that couid be devised, to save the nation 
from impending bankruptcy; it seems evidently 
rather calculated to increase the number of specu- 
lating stockjobbers, than to produce any import- 
ant benefit to the community at large. It certainly 
does not, in any degree, diminish the debt. By 
always furnishing a market for the stock, it affords 
to the government a facility of borrowing money, 
which, indeed, seems to be the only advantage ex- 
pected from it by its most.strenuous supporters. 
Unless the purchases made by the commissioners 
were nearly equivalent to the daily redundance of 
stock, it is contencde. that the large stockholders 
would find no ready money purchasers; the funds 
would depreciate whenever a tendency to sel! had 
once begun; government would of course be com- 
pelled to borrow at a double rate of interest; and, 
it would soon become impossible to keep afloat so 
vast a national debt.53 On the otber hand it is 
argued, that the fluctuating value of the funds in- 
troduces a system of stockjobbing, and withdraws 
capitals from agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce to be employed in the more idle business of 
speculation; that money broKers and gamblers ac- 
cumulate large fortunes, while the public are im- 
poverished; in short, that it is just so many mil- 
lions a year raised upon the people, for the purpose 
of Reeping up the price of siock.54 The eas] of 
Lauderdale in his very valuable werk, already 
quoted, has in the most ample manner exposed ihe 
fallacy of those golden dreams with which Mr. Pitt 
so long continued to amuse the parliament and the 
people, through the medium of his caiculations.s4 
His arguments are founded on the truth ef 3 propo- 
sition; accorécd by almost all writers on political 
economy, that the whole quan:ity of industry em- 


{ployed to bring any commodity to market, navural- 


nmin | 








* Inquiry into the naturo and origin of public 
Weaith, p. 261.., 


i ecvboesioieensiehoapee touesthaanabaieatis siemens 
33 Aikin’s Annual Review, Vol. iff. p. 252. 
. . °,° . ; l 
34 €obbett’s Political Register, passim. 
35 Resources of the British empire, p. 240, where 
a table of the result of Ais calculations may be 


‘found. 
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ly suits itself to the effectual demand, and constant- 
ly aims at bringing the precise quamtity thither 
that is sufficient to supply the demand.%6 The 
money, then, actually applied by the commission- 
ers to the increase of their capital, by the purchase 
of stock, is an abstraction of demand, in the same 
proportion, for commodities of British growth or 
manufacture; and it necessarily follows, that this 
diminution of demand must occasion a similar di- 
minution of the productions of the country. ‘The 
revenue is the groundwork of a government’s ex- 

ense. It is mecessary that the whole of it should 

e expended, that it may return into the general 
calculation; for every saving in the revenue will 
occasion a diminution of expenditure, and by direct 
consequence a diminution also of production, the 
scurce of future revenue.37 

If this reasoning be grounded on correct princi- 
ples, (and the most eminent writers concur in main- 
taining them) then the conclusion is obvious that 
the rapid increase of the nation’s capital, by the 
prdgressive augmentation of the sinking fund, at 
the expense of abstracting annually so large a sum 
from expenditure in consumable commodities, must 
inevitably tend to produce very serious injury, if 
not ultimate ruin to the country. 

In 1807, lord Henry Petty (now marquis of Lans- 
downe) proposed a scheme of finance to the parlia- 
ment, which appeared well calculated to produce 
beneficial results, as it provided for the prevention 
of new taxes for thirteen years of the twenty during 
which it was intended to operate. But his plan, 
satisfactory as it was to the country generally, was 
not adopted, in consequence of a subsequent change 
in the administration. I 1808, the prime minister, 
Mr. Percival, offered some alterations to the con- 
sideration of the house. which like every other 
suggestion of the minister, were ultimately sanc- 
tioned by act of parliament. The principal object 
of this act, was to allow to the stockholders in the 
3 per cent. consols, the liberty of exchanging their 
stock for life annuities; to transfer it to the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the debt, who were 
authorised to give for it such an annuity over and 
above the dividend, as with the dividend should be 
equal to the value of the stock so transferred. The 
stock was to be valuec at the current price of the 
day, and the annuity calculated according to the 
age of the party; to be confined, however, to per- 
sons above the age of thirty-five years, and not to 
be given for less than 1002 capital.88 This plan 
appears to be alike beneficial to the individual annu- 
tant, and to the nation; in as much as it affords to 
the former a more abundant income than the com- 
mon interest of the stock would yield, and to the 
latter a speedier means of redeeming the public 
debt, by the increased force given to the sinking 
fund. For example, if a man forty years of age 
transfers stock to the amount of 1000/. to the com- 
missioners, when the funds are at par, he receives 

56 Nature and origin of public wealth, passim. 

87 Maximes generales du gouvernement econo- 
mique, by Qesnay. Also Smith’s Wealth of Na- 
tions, passim. 

88 ‘The following table, copied from Bristed, will 
show the annual amount of life annuities, granted 
on the continuance of single lives, according to the 
averuge price of stocks, and the age of the holder 
at the time of the transfer. To understand it pro- 
perly, suppose a person 75 years old wishes to 





an annuity of 80/. 15s. 8d. If he lives 28 years, he 
will have received at the end of that time a sum total 
of 2,2631. 6s 8d.; and the stock transferred to the 
commissioners will for the same period yield an 
amount of 4,000/. by the compound operation of the 
sinking fund. The following table will exhibit ata 
single view the various appropriations which have 
been made to the sinking fund from its revival by Mr. 
Pitt in 1716, to the commencement of the year 1809, 


Annual charge by act 26th George . 2 «8 d. 


Ill. (1786) 1,000,000 0 0 
Ditto by 42d George III. (1802) 200,000 0 0 
Annuities for 99 and 96 years ex- 

pired in 1792 54,880 14 6 
Ditto for 10 years expired in 1807 25,000 0 9g 
Life annuities unclaimed for 3 years 51,277 16 10 
Dividend on 135,636,0352 at 3 per 

cent. 4,069,080 19 9 
Ditto on 4,295,7002. at 4per cent. 171,828 0 0 
Ditto on 142,000. navy, at 5 per ct. 7,100 O 0 
Annuity of 1 per cent. on capital 

debt created since Ist Feb. 1793 3,626,726 4 $ 


Annual amount payable for reduc- 
tion of 12,000,000 for 1807 
Dividend on 1,734,383/. at 1 per 
cent. on account of do. 

Ditto on 465,9512. transferred for 
purchase of life annuities at 3 
per cent. 


626,255 10 § 
52,0381 9 9 


13,978 13 7 





) 

Total income of British sinking 
fund 19,898,159 6 1 
To whichmay be added the income 

of the Jrish sinking fund on the 

following items, viz. 
Annual 1 per cent. on the capital 

debt 228,847 11 
Annual interest on stock redeemed 128,652 2 


pt pe 





Forming the grand total, of the in- 
come of the sinking fund of the 
sritish empire, of 1.10,255,658 19 $ 





The operation of these funds had 
redeemed on the Ist May 1810. 





Of the capital debt of G. Britain 1159,606 15 4 
Of the capital debt of Ireland 6,862 1 9 
The sum of *1.166,462 14 6 


The yearly taxes of Great Britain amount to about 
seventy millions and her war expenditures to about 





which is 52, making the whole annuity 17/. 13s. 
for every 100/. stock transferred. 


Price of the 31. per cent. consolidated or reduced. 





























=|60 61|53 66|70 71174 75|77 78\79 80/80 81 
1 £: e444 486 OSL ee 616-818 & 
35] 4 12] 4 16] 4 19] 5 25 4) 5 65 6 
4515 3|5 8| 513! 517/ 5196 116 2 
5516 2:6 8161517 O17 317 67 7 
65171418 4181319 ol9 69 91911 
7511 1112 613 9213 14/14 4/14 10/14 13 





*The interest,&c. added on this sum from Ist May, 
1810, to the Ist August, 1811, will bring it nearly 
to the amount as stated in the Weekly Rezister, vol. 
1. p. 22. We have found so much difference in the 
statement of different writers, that we were obliged 
to bestow considerable labour in our endeavours to 
come at the truth. In the present calculation no- 





transfer his stock when the price is at 802, he re- 
ceives from the commississioners 14/. 13s. to which 
is added the vearly dividend upon the capital 100/., 


Ithing is added but what belongs legitimately to the 
sinking fund: and so far as we are able to judge we 
| belreve the statement correct. 
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eighty millions,t leaving a deficiency to be borrow- 
ed equal to the income of the sinking fund. Several 
attempts have been made in parliament to apply this 
income to the current services, to avoid the necessi- 
ty of recurring to new loans and new taxes; but hith- 
erto every effort of the sort has been violently oppos- 
ed. How much longer the government will contin- 
ue to borrow, while they have an idle capital of such 
magnitude in the hands of their commissioners, it is 
not very difficult to foresee. The calculating dreams 
of Pitt and Rose cannot forever deceive the people of 
the kingdom. When their eyes are once opened to 
the real prospect before them, the ministers will 
be compelled to abandon their fanciful reveries of 
endless accumulation; and the capital thus hoarded 
up will soon find its way into the various channels 
of active employment. ; 





EE, 


Malthus on Population. 


[cONTINUED From Vor. 1, pace 261.} 


isting inhabitants.can by no means be counterba- 
lanced by the consideration that the numerical 
breach in the population wiil be rapidly repaired.— 
We can have no other right moral or political, ex- 
cept that of the most urgent necessity, to exchange 
the lives of beings in the full vigor of their enjoy- 
gg for an equal or greater number of helpless in- 

ants. 


{n England our author seems inclined to think 
the preventive checks to population operate more 
forcibly than in any other country, and among all 
classes of the people. In the large towns, of which 
there are many in this country, the higher classes 
are deterred from marriage by the facility afforded 
to them of indulging in illicit intercourse, and those 
who have barely the means of supporting the rank 
of gentlemen, with too much pride or too little in- 
dustry to turn their attention to business, will not 
readily consent to abridge their enjoyments, by in- 
curring the additional expense of a wife. Those 
who are in the class of servants may be said to be 


An analytical review of the “Essay on the principle of| governed by the same motives; they, in general 


population, by T. R. Malthus, A. M.” with some 

remarks more particularly applicable to the present 

and probable future state of the United States. 

The only circumstances with regard to the popu- 
lation of France that deserves to be noticed, and 
which has excited some surprise is, that notwith- 
standing the immense losses of men by the revolu- 
tion, her population was found to be increased at 
the end of the war. Previous to its commencement, 
the population was estimated by the constituent as- 


live well, receive high wages or perquisites and are 
too fond of imitating the conduct of their masters, 
not to contract habits of idleness or extravagance, 
which must exclude every idea of burthening them- 
selves with other expenses than such as tend to 
their own inmediate gratification By the registers 
returned in obedience to the “population act,” it 
appeared that the proportion of marriages to the 
whole population of Engiand and Waies was as 1 
to 123 1-5, asmaller proportion than is found to ob- 





sembly at’ 26,363,074, which agreed very nearly 
with the calculation of the minister Mr. Neckar, 
who estimated the yearly births at one million, and 
the proportion to the whole as 1 to 25 3-4. At that 
time the number of persons to a square league was 


reckoned 996. In the year VII. of the republic, the po- | 


pulation was 33,50,094, and the number to a square 


tain in any other country, Norway and Switzerland 
,excepted, and which is also smaller than it was in 
England in the early part of the last century, ac- 
| cording to the estimate furnished by Dr. Short in 
ihis “Mew observations on town and country bills of 
mortality.’ This diminution in the proportion of 
marriages, notwithstanding the more rapid increase 


league 111, ah increase of more than seven mil-| of population now than tormerly, our author sup- 
lions. During the first six or seven years of the, poses to be partly a. cause and partly a consequence 


republic, married men were exempt from the milita- 


ry conscriptions; the eg: pawn of which was 
that a far greater number of marriages were con- 


tracted during that period than at any former time; 
a circumstance which would certainly increase the 
numper of annual births. Before the revolution 
the number of illegitimate children made up 1-47 of 
all the births, and during the period spoken of this 
number was raised to the astonishing degree of 
1-11th owing to the general depravation of morals 
occasioned by the excesses of the revolution. Ano- 
ther cause which contributed to supply the waste of 
population created by the war, was the division of 
the large domains into small farms, and the taking 
into cultivation the parks and pleasure grounds of 
the nobility, which gave to the peasantry and la- 
bourers opportunities of supporting families, which 
did not exist before. The high price of labour also 
created by the continual drain of effective men to 
prosecute the war, offered to the lowest classes of 
people strong inducemenis to marry. From all these 
considerations it is not wonderful that, though the 
active population was so greatly diminished by the 
war, the numerical population should be increased. 
That the births, however, -in every country, con- 
stantly tend to fill up the vacancies made by death, 
cannot, as our author very justly remarks, afford 
the slightest shadow of excess for the wanton sacri- 
fice of men. The positive evil that is committed in 
this case, the pain, misery, and wide spreading de- 
éolation and sorrow, that are occasioned to the ex- 


of the diminished moriality of late vears. In those 
countries where the proportion of the inhabitants 
of the towns to the inhabitants of the country is 














































greater than 1 to 3; the mortality according to the 
best statistical writers, should be about 1 in 32, but 
in the whole population of Eugiand, in some parts 
of which this proportion is supposed io be even 
greater than 1 to 2, the moriality appears to be only 
1 in 49; this astonishing smallness of mortality 
when compared with that of the generality of other 
states under similar circumstances, is attributed 
both to the habits of the people with respect to 
prudence and cleanliness, and to natural healthiness 
of situation: both these causes, no doubt, prevail 
.o a considerable extent, but we are inclined to be- 
lieve that the whole calculation is incorrect. In 
estimating the mortality of large towns, each ob- 
server appears to have been governed too much by 
the particular end he had in view, to attend sull- 
ciently to the simple facts which presented them- 
selves. In London, Dr. Price calculated the mor- 
tality to be 1 in 20 3-4, and Dr. Short, 1 in 3t.— 
Taking the average of all the calculations that have 
been made, it appears very clearly that large towns 
are much more wnfavourable to life than the country. 
In small villages and country places half of the born 
live to 30, 35, 40, and sometimes to 50 years whereas 
in most large towns half of the born die under 2, 3, 
and 5 years. If therefore in England the proportion 
of the inhabitants of towns to those of the country 








- +Resources of the British empire. 


be, as our author supposes it, greater than 1 to 3, 
the mortality must necessarily be greater than the 
registers make it appear. The proportion of births 
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to the whole population of England and Wales has 
been estimated as 1 to 30; a proportion so much 
smaller than what has been observed in every other 
country except Switzerland and Norway, that our 
author has thought proper to account for it by an 
assumption directly in contradiction to every other 
political calculator, and certainly not founded upon 
the data furnished by himself in this review, namely 
the superior excellence of the government and the 
consequent greater happiness of the people. He 
would be hardly willing, we presume, to allow more 
merit to the government of Norway than to his 
own, and yet the proportion of births to the popu- 
lation in that country is 1 to 48 only. In most of 
the savage tribes of Africa, of which we have any 
account, the number of children to a marriage is 
represented to be very small and the proportion of 
births to the population must of course be still 
smaller; but the people notwithstanding are miser- 
able in the extreme, and no one will contend for the 
merits of their different governments. In some of 
the parishes of Scotland where the mortality 1s not 
greater than 1 in 55, which evidences a most extra- 
ordinary salubrity of situation, the proportion of 
births is found to be at the astonishing height of 
1 to 12. Six children toa marriage is a frequent 
average in Scotland and in the parish of Nigg, in 
the county of Kinkardine, as instanced by our 
author, the average is nearly 7 1-2. In these. parti- 
cular parishes, it appears that an emigration annu- 
ally takes place of nearly one half of the population, 
which is sufficient to account for the enormous 
average of births. Upon the whole we conccive 
our author would have been more consistent to 
have attributed the small proportion of births in 
England immediately to the infrequency of mar- 
riage, and remotely to the very great licentiousness 
of manners which prevails to so great a degree in 
all the large towns owing to the facility of sexual 
intercourse. 

Of the poor degraded country of Ireland, but 
little is said. In that little, however, we are sorry 
to perceive the influence of prejudice on the reason- 
ing of our author. The depressed and miserable 
state of the people is attributed to the cheapness of 
potatoes, joined to their ignorance and barbarism; 
the latter prompting them to depend upon the for- 
mer for support, have encouraged marriages to such 
an extent that the population is pushed beyond the 
resources of the country. But whence arrive this 
ignorance and barbarism of the people? May they 
not be fairly charged to the conduct of their English 
masters? to the ignominious bondage by which 
they are chained to silent and passive obedience? 
It is not our province, and less our desire to become 
the champions of one country or the accusers of 
another; but as we conceive the state of the popu- 
lation in every country to be materially influenced 
by political causes, it would be impossible to com- 
bat the erroneous inferences deduced from the 
actual state of Ireland, without some reference to 
the nature of her political situation. Permit her 
to assume that rank among the nations of the earth 
to which she is naturally entitled, and the ignorance 
of the people will soon disappear. That facility of 
obtaining the means of subsistence, or in other 
words, the cheapness of potatoes which now contri- 
butes to their wretchedness, would.then contribute 


to their happiness. The preventive checks would 


be found to operate as in other enlightened coun- 
tries, and instead of the numerous deaths arising 
from civil war, martial law, and the diseases neces- 
sarily attendant upon poverty, damp and wretched 


find fewer marriages and fewer births. The bills 
of mortality would be lessened by the direction of 
the checks to prevent, instead of, as now, to remoye 
the excess of increase. 

Here our author concludes his review of the 
state of population in different countries. The 
two next chapters contain an inquiry into the fruit. 

ness of marriages, and the effects of epideinics 
on registers of births, deaths and marriages. The 
first is a mere string of calculations rather serving 
to show the indefatigable industry of the author 
than tending to instruct the reader. We profess 
not to comprehend them, nor can we indeed clear. 
ly see the necessity of the conclusion which appears 
to be drawn from them, that the most healthy coun. 
tries are the least prolific, and the most prolific the 
least healthy. ‘That population increases rapidly 
after severe and desolating epidemics there can be 
no doubt: the admirable tables of mortality collected 
by Sussmilch sufficiently prove this. But as the 
partial occurrence of epidemics cannot be taken as 
proof of the unhealthiness of a country, so neither 
can the rapidity of the succeeding increase or the 
greater fruitfulness of marriages be considered as 
the effect of unhealthiness; but rather as the neces. 
sary consequences of that natural tendency in po- 
pulation constantly to maintain an equilibrium with 
the means of subsistence. 


past and present states of society is, that the posi- 
tive checks to population prevail iess and the preven. 
tive more in the present than in the former and 
more uncivilized state of the world. Wars are less 
frequent and less exterminating even tak ing into the 
account the many sanguinary revolutions of modern 
Europe; and plagues and pestilence certainly visit 
us less frequently now than formerly owing to tle 
superior cleanliness and improved method of con- 
structing large towns. 


drawn from the preceding view of socicty are that in 
every country the women are by nature alike fruii- 
ful; that population is governed by certain invaria- 
ble laws; that its increase is necessarily limited by 
the means of subsistence; that it invariably increases 
when the means of subsistence increase, unless 
prevented by powerful and obvious checks, and that 
those checks and the checks which keep the popu- 
lation down to the level of the means of subsistence 
are moral restraint, vice aiid misery. 

Whenever moral restraint* is wanting, population 
will push itself beyond the limits assigned it by na- 
ture, and must invariably encounter some of the 
barriers interposed to the transgression of her laws, 
Famine, says our author, seems to be the last, the 
most dreadful resource of our nature. The power of 
population is so superior to the power in the earth 
to produce subsistence for man, that unless arrested 
by the preventive check, premature death must i 
some shape or other visit the human race. The 
vices of mankind are active and able ministers of 
depopulation. They are the precursors in the great 
army of destruction, and often finish the dreadiul 
work themselves. But should they fail in this war of 
extermination, sickly seasons, epidemics, pestilence 

* The author uses this term in its most confined 
sense intending to be understood as meaning 3 
restraint from marriage, from prudential motives, 
with a conduct strictly moral duriug the period ot 
this restraint. It cannot be considered to operate 2s 
a preventive check to population when followed by 
the vice of promiscuous intercourse, or the irregus 








eabins, filth and insufficient clething, we should 


lar gratification of the passions. 


The great difference to be observed between the | 


The general deductions which our author has | 
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and plague, advance in terrific array and sweep off 
their thousands and ten thousands. Should success 
be still incomplete, gigantic inevitable famine stalks 
in the rear, and at one mighty blow levels the popu- 
lation with the food of the world. 

; [ro BE CONTINUED. ] 
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Twelfth Congress. 


IN SENATE. ' 

Tuesday, March 24, 1812.—The vice-president being absent, as on 
yesterday, from indisposition— 

On motion by Mr. Lioya, the senate proceeded to the choice 
of a president pro tempore, as the constitution provides; and 
Wiliam H. Crawford was elected on the first ballot, ‘Ihe seereiary 
of the senate was directed to wait on the president of the United 
States and house of representatives and inform them of the said 
appointment, 

Mr. Pope reported the bill from the house ‘for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers who served inthe late campaign on the Wa. 
bash,” amended. 

Mr. Smith of Md. made a report from the committee of confer. 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on the quarter- 
master’s bill. 

The report of the committe of conference on the navy bill was 
taken up, concurred in, and the bill amended accordingly and sent 
to the house. 

Mr. Campbell of Ohio, obtained leave ef absence for the remain- 
der of the se ssion, 

Wednesday, March 25.— The senate resumed the consideration of 
the report of the managers at the conference on their part on the 
subject of the disagreeing votes on the bill establishing a quarter- 
master’s department, and for other purposes; and it was 

Resolved, that they recede from their disagreement to the 
amendments of the house of representatives, be so far as to agree 
to the report of the managers, and that the bill so modified. 

The bill relinquishing to the corporation ef the city of New- 
Orleans the use and possession of a lot in said city was, after being 
amended, ordered tu a third reading. 

‘the senate resumed, as in committee of the whole, the consider- 
ation of the bill tor the relief of the officers and soldiers who served 
in the late campaign on the Wabash, together with the amend- 
ments reported by a select committee; and after debate, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tavurspay, March 19. 


[The following document accomranies the report of the committee 
of foreign relations, ise: ted in our last, page 48.) 
Committee of foreign relations. 

Friday, March 13.—Count Edward de Crillon sworn.—This de- 
ponent knows Mr. Henry—he dined with him at Mr. Wellesiy 
Pool’s, in September. and afterwards at lord Yarmouth’s; met 
with him also at different fashionable clubs; deponent fell in with 
Mr. H. subsequently by accident; deponeat had ordered his ser- 
vants to procure him a passage for America, they met with captain 
Tracy, cf the ship New.Galen, of Boston, at the New-London 
coffve-house—after agreeing with him on the terms of the passage, 
captain T’, apphed to deponent to know if he was ready to embark 
the next day, as the ship would sail the following morning; depo- 
nent said no—that ic should send his servants on board, but 
should take a postchaise for Porstmouth and pass over to the Isle 
of Wight where he should wait for the vessel. On the day tullow- 
ing he went accordingly to tortsmouth, but before his departure he 
received a letter from Captain Tracy, concluded in the following 
terms:—“Sir, you must go to Ryde, where you will find a gentle. 
man called captain Henry, waiting for the New-Galen I shall 
send a boat on shore for both of you” Deponeut went to Ryde, 
hut did not find captain H. there; thence he proceeded to Cowes, 
and enquired of the American consul “if the New-Galen had pass. 
en?” fearing that she had sailed without him. ‘Yhe consul inform- 
ed him that the ship was detained in the Downs by head winds; de- 
ponent returned to Ryde and remained there three weeks before 
Captain H. came to him and told him that the ship was badly found, 
and advised him to go to hiverpool and take the packet; deponenc 
refuses, having paid bis passage and his trunks being on board— 
captain H. three days after his arrival fell sick, he kept his bed 
twenty.two days, during which time he was often delirious, fre- 
uently utteriug the name of lord Liverpool. The deponent having 
two servants one of them attended on Mr. H. during his illness—he 
was visited by Mr. Powell of Philadelphia, a Mr. Wilkinson or 
Dickson, of the British army. and a Mr. Perkins,of Boston—he re- 
ceived above 200 letters trom a Boston house [Higgins ns] in Fins. 
Jey Square thot had lately stopped payment. He -sefused to take 
the letters. giving them tothe captain. Mr. H. was also visited by 
@ Mr, Baghoit, who brought him letters from sir James Craig— 
Henry refuses to receive those letters—he reeovered from his siek- 
hess, deponent occupying the most agreeable house in the place.— 
Henry’s physician asked the favor of an apartment for him till he 
was ready to emberk. 

After eight weeks detention the wind became fair and the vessel 
satled. ‘the day betore her departure Mr. Bagholt arrived at Ryde 
with letters from lord Liverpoo] to Sir George Prevost, and to Mr. 
Henry, who, when he saw the seal of the letter addressed to him 


if required. 


said, threwing it on the table, “that is a letter from Liverpoo!,| tion, and if Henry on seeing the property, was not satisiied he 


what more does he want of me!” He appeared to be mtich agitated 
and retired to his room. Mr. Bagholt returned that night to London 
without taking leave: But the wind being tair the next morning, 
the ship sailed. Mr. Edward Hire and Mr. West, both of Boston, » 
and Mr. ‘Uhompson, of Loudon, were passengers im the ship.— 
Henry at first appeared very low spirited, teok a cabin to himself, 
and mostly dined alone. In good weather he employed himself in 
shooting pistols, at which he was very expert.. One dark night, 
about cen v’clock, the witness was walking an deck much dej.‘ .ed, 
when Henry accosted him, count Crillon (said he) you have not 
confidence in me; you are unhappy; confide your sorrows to me.” 
He spoke so kindly thatdeponent made hiin in part acquainted with 
his situation—He replied, “one coufideuce deserves another; 1 will 


} now ted you my situation—1 have been very ill treated by the Bri- 


tish government—I was born in Ireiand, of one of the first families iu 
that country, poor, because a younger brother—1 went to America 
with expectations from an uncle (Daniel M-Cormick, esq. of New- 
York) who possesses a large fortaue, is old and unmarried. french 
persecution had driven from that eountry many of the respectabie 
families of France. I married a lady of that deseription, who died 
and left two daughters without fortune; I applicd to the American 
government, and through the influence of the British minister 1 
was appointed a captain of artillery during Mr. Adams’ administra. 
tion—1 had the command at Portiand and at the fort near Boston, 
and while in commission I was employed in quelling and meeting 
an insurrection among the soldiery. and during my continuance in 
office I gave general satisfaction. But perceiving theve was 0 
field for my ambition, I purchased an estate in Vermont, near the 
Canada line, and there situated lived five years without stirring 
from home. I detested republicen government, and filled the 
newspepers with essays agaiist it. j 

Saturday, March 14—Count de Crillon in continuation. Depo- 
nent says that Henry told him in the course of his interview, which 
he mentioned yesterday, that the severity of his strictures in the 
public prints against republican government attracted the atten. 
tion of the British government.—*Sir James Craig. continued he, 
became desirous of my acquaintance. He invired me to Quebec, 
where I staid some tinie—hence { went to Montreal, where every 
thing I had to fear and ail L had to hope was disclosed to me. 1 went 
afterwards to Boston, where I established my usual residence. I was 
surrounded by all the people pointed out to me by the ageits who 
were under my orders. I lived at the .xchange coffve-house, gave 
large parties, made excursions into the country, and reeeived an 
order extraordinary fivin sir James Craig, to dispose of the fleet 
at Halifax, and of the troops, to further the ob,cet of my mission, 
My devotion to the cause was extreme. I exhausted 
allmy funds I spent many preciots years in the service; ald was 
advised to proceed to London. The government treated me with 
great kindness. 1 was received in the highest circles; was compli- 
mented with a ticket as member of the Pitt Club, without being 
balloted for. And when I had spent all my money and presented iny 
Pelaims for retribution. the government attempted to cheapen my 
services, [merchander] to beat me down. My claims were to the 
amount of 32000/. sterling. 1 was told, however. thot I should be 
pro.ided for, by a recommendation to Sir George Prevost, in case 1 
would return to Canada.and continue my missyon and services as 
before; and to exercise the sane vigilanee over the interests of the 
, British government. At the same time the government appointed a 
: friend of mine, an irish gentleman, attorney gen.for Canada, threugh 
| myinfiluence. [Deponent saw this gentleman »t Mr. Gilbert Ro- 
bertson’s in New-York.) Henry continued, “ Jisappomted in my 
‘expectations. I was anxious to pioceed to Canada, tu sei! my estate 
and library, and take my revenge against the Britich government. I 
, knew that if I went to Canada, 1 niust deliver up my dispatches, 
jand that 1 should afterwards be put oif by the government. I 
| therefore determined to retain the dveuments in my possession, as 
| the instrument of my revenge—Determined to extricate myself 
} from my embarrassing connexion with the Briuish government, I 
| vefused the offer of a passage to Halifax in one of their ships of 
‘war; and determined to live privately and retired at Ryde, and 
| take passage in the first vessel that should sail for the United States. 
| This is the cause of your meeting me at Ryde.” . 
| Deponent represents to Henry “That England was his legitimate 

government, that he would render himself the most odious of all 
‘characters by betraying it; that his (the devonent’s) government 
‘had treated him harshly, and that he then laboured under its dis- 
pleasure, but no consideration should induce him to act against it; 
that we must not resent a parent’s injuries. Tells him to have pa- 
| tience and wait for his reward ” Henry then pleaded in his justifi- 
cation, the wrongs of his native country, Lreland, inflicted by ue 
British government. 

Henry came down to Washingfon and stopped at Tomlinson’s 
where deponent saw him. He afterwards removed to Georgetowu 
to the house of one Davis, an auctioneer, where the deponent 
visited him every day, and found him always writing—Deponent 
waited for his disclosures, not having any disposition to pry into 





| his secrets; but Henry was entirely silent and sighed incessantly 


very deeply. On the day of general Blount’s funeral deponcit 
took Henry down to Alexandria, in expectation that he might 
communicate his projects; but he was still reserved—After dinner 
they returned and whilst in the carriage, Henry tells deponent 
“that he has great coufidence in him; that he (deponent) bas been 
here some time; and asks his opinion of Mr. Monroe?” Depone it 
answered that he was very little acquainted with any body, but 
thought Mr. Monroe a most virtuous and respectable man. « 
Deponent remained several days without hearing any thing more 
until one morning at 7 o’clock Henry came into his apartinent and 
said ~Crilion, you must sel] me St. Martial (an estate of tne depo. 
nent’s in Lebeur, near the Spanish frontier) you have thé title pa- 
pers ith you; my name will be reseued from oblivion by ving 
near Crillion. the habitation ef your ancestors, and of a man who 
has been my friend.” Deponent answered that he had no objec- 
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The conveyance was aceordingly made; Henry left deponent, 
when Mr. Brent, to whom Henry was not introduced, came into 
deponent’s apartment. About this time deponent received four 
anonymous threatening letters, and was advised by his friends that 
he was surrounded by spies, but he told them he had nothing to 
tear, that he was“ sans peur'and sans reproche.” By one of their 
letters 1 was advised to leave the city before 12 o’clock, as a person 
had just arrived from London with orders to arrest mee Mean- 
while rumours circulated very generally to the deponent’s preju- 
dice, and he was under the necessity of vindicating his character, 
and of correcting the author of those reports. 

‘The message of the president gave the deponent the first intelli- 
gence of the true state of the transaction. 

pig | told deponent that a Mr. Gelvary or Gillivray from Que- 
bec, had come to him at New-York,to persuade him to go to Cana- 
da, but Henry said he would not go, that the Rubicon was passed, 

Henry kept the first company at Boston. 

Being questioned if Henry had mentioned the names of any per- 
son with whom he had conferred, deponent answered “ none.” 

Deponent landed at Boston December 24, 1811, staid there 10 or 
72 days, visited governor Gerry twice. 

pan Ei you know where Mr. Henry is now? 

nswer—No: by report I hear he isin New-York. 

Deponent left Boston in the public stage, Henry was also a pas- 
senger. But at New-Haven deponent took a private carriage to 
himself. The count Edward de Crillon. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA.—On motion of Mr. Dawson, the 
house again resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Bas- 
set in the chair, on the bill for the admission of Louisiana into the 
union, and to extend the laws of the United States thereto. 

Mr. Johnson’s amendment, for giving four representatives to the 
part of West Florida proposed by the bill to be annexed to the state 
Fed formed of the Orleans territory, again came under considera- 

on. 

[And after some argument thereon was negatived—37 to 39.] 

Mr. Gholson then proposed to amend the bill by adding to it the 
following proviso: 

_ “And provided also, that the 
rida ,hereby proposed tv be madea part of the state of Louisiana 
shall before the election of senators and representatives to the 
congress of the United States, be invested with and enjoy equal 
rights of representation and equal privileges in every respect with 
the people of the residue of the said state-” 

[Which after some remarks was agreed to without a division.] 

fhe committee then rose and reported the bill as amended. 

_ ‘The several amendments made in the committee were agreed to 
in the house, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
without a division. 

Friday, March 20.—Mr. Poindexter, after adverting to the diffi- 
culty of getting northern troops to march to the southern extreme 
of the union, and remarking that the bulk of the military force 
directed to be raised at this session would receive a different destma- 
ton, and pointing out the consequent uecessity of giving the great- 
est possibie efficacy to the militia in that quarter, offered the fol- 
towing resolution, stating. at the same time, that he felt confident, 
if the resolution was ag’ced to, in his ability to present to the mili- 
tary committee such a system as should meet their approbation. 

“Resolved, that the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to report a bill organizing the militia ef the western and southern 
states and territories, for the defence of the southern frontier of the 
United States.” 

On the suggestion of Mr. Jennings, the words “and western” were 
incorporated in the resolution, tu precede the word “ftontier.” 

The bill for the admission of the state of Louisiana into the union, 
and to extend the laws of the United States thereto, was read a 
third time. and passed, without debate, by yeas and nays as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Bacon, Bard. Bassett, Bibb, 
Blackledge, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brown, Burwell. Butler, M. Clay, 
Condit, Crawford, Davis, Dawson, Dinsmoor, Findley, Fisk, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Gold, Goodwyn, Gray, Green, Grundy. B_ Hall, O, 
Hall, Harper, Hawes, Hufty, Hyneman. Johnson, Key, King, La- 
cock, Little, Lowndes, Lyle, M*Coy, M:Kee. M‘Kim, Metcalf 

.Mitchill, Morrow, Nelson. New, Newbold, Newton, Ormsby, Pic- 
Kens, Pleasants, Pond, Richardson. Ridgely, Ringgold, Rhea, 
Roane, Redman, Sage. Seaver, Shaw, Sheffey, Smilie. G. Smith, 
J. Smith, Stanford, Taggart. ‘laliaferro, Vraey, Troup, ‘Turner, 
Van Cortlandt, Whitehill, Williams, Wilson, Winn, Wright—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bleecker, Champion, Chittenden, Ely, Emutt, 
Fitch, Jackson, Law, Lewis, Livingston, Milner, Mosely, Pear- 
son Pitkin, Quiney, Reed, Sammons, Seybert, Stuart, Sturges, 
Tallmadge, Wheaton, White—23, 

On motion cf Mr. Gold, the house resolved into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Roberts in the chair, on the amendments of the 
senate to the bill from this house providing for the removal of 
causes pending in the district courts of the United States, in case 
of the absence or disability of the judges thereof. 

(ihe bill, as sent from the hense, provides that so much of a for- 
mer act on this subject. as requires the application of the district 
attorney or marsha! of the district in writing a preliminary to the 
removal of the cause to the cireuit court, be repealed. 

The senate proposes to strike out the whole, and insert a gene- 
zal provision that in all cases of disability, of the district judge, 
certitied to the satisfaction of the president of the United States. 
the givenuit judge shall hold the district court, &e. in the same man- 
ncras the district judge; and allowing to the said ci. cuit judge 
a compensation of ten dollars for every day which shaji be neces- 
sarily employed in such service.) 

‘Lhe amendment of the senate being ander consideration 

Some hittle diseussion took place, after which 

The committee rose and reported their agreement to the amend- 
ment; which were immediately taken up by the house. 

Mx. Lacock said, that as on this importait question, precedent 


would give orders to his agent in France to cancel the bargain.— | 


ple of that portion of West Flo- 








appeared to be entirely relied on, without requaming Ot constitu. 
tional question, he thought it absolutely necessary that the ques. 
tion should be taken by years and nays. 

Mr. Alston spoke against the amendment on nearly the same 
constitutional ground as was occupied by Mr. Lacock. : 

The question on the first clause of the amendment was decided 
by yeas and nays, and carried, 69 to 40. 

The question on the remainder of the amendment, viz. that part 
allowing the judges 10 dollars per diem while so employed, was 
negatived, yeas 47,nays 61. 

Ihe house agreed to insist on their amendments to the quarter. 
master’s bill, and to appoint conferees on their part, to confer with 
such as should be appointed by the senate on the said bill. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, the house resolved itself into a com. 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Tallmadge in the chair, on the bill mak- 
ing provision for certain persons claiming lands ufider the several 
acts for the relief of the refugees from the British provinces of 
Canada and Nova Scotia; which was amended, reported to the 
house, and ordered to a third reading. Adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, March 23.—Mx. Gholson, from the cominittee of claims 
to whom was referred the petition of the representatives of Beau. 
marchais, made a long detailed report thereon, concluding with 
the following resolution: f 

“Resolved, that the prayer of the petitioner is unreasonable and 
ought not to be granted.” 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the report was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole house, and, together with the accompanying 
documents, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cheeves, from the committee of conference on the navy bill 
reported the result of the conference with the senate, each house 
having conceded a part of the positions on which it had insisted. 

The committee of conference recommended that the senate re- 
cede from their amendment, confining the appropriation for tim- 
ber to such as shall be necessary for repairing certain vessels, and 
in lieu thereof to insert the following words at the end of the sec- 
tion: And that the first appropriation thereof be made in the pur- 
chase of timber suitable for rebuilding the frigates Philadelphia, 
General Green, New-York and Boston.” ‘That the senate recede 
from their disagreement to the section for laying up the gun-boats, 
striking out of it the words “in aid of the land fortifications.”— 
That the house of representatives agree to the section respecting 
pursers, reducing the amount of the security required from twen- 
ty to ten thousand dollars, with the addition of the following words: 
“excepting pursers on distant service, who shall not remain in ser 
vice after the first day of July next, unless nominated and appointed 
as aforesaid.” ‘The report was committed. 

Mr. Richardson obtained leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session 49 to 26; and Mr. Sammons obtained the same leave. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on military affairs, reported a 
bill for the organization of a corps of artificer:; to consist of one 
superintendant and a number of blacksmiths. earpenters, masons, 
saddlers, &e. &e. The bill was twice read and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The bill making provision for certain persons claiming lands un- 
der the several acts for the relief of the refugees from the British 
provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, was read a third time, and, 
- ter some discussion on particular claims it involves, passed by this 

IOMSEe. 

Mr. Ridgely offered for consideration the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the sceretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house a statement shewing the quota payable by each 
state of the direct tax laid by the act entitled “An act to lay and 
collect a direct tax within the United States”—the amount of said 
tax that has been paid into the treasury from each s'ate respective- 
ly and the respective sums and dates of payment—the expenses of 
each state of collecting said tax—the losses that have been sustain 
ed in such state and the cause thereof, and the balance of each 
state’s quota of said tax now duc. 

Ordeied to lie on the table. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Macon in the chair, on the bill to authorise the secretary of war to 
exchange Jands with the Ursuline Nuns, in the eity of New-Or 
leans; which was gone through, reported to the house, and ordered 
to be engrossed tor a third reading. 

Tuesday, March 24.—Mr. Pitkin said that he oa in his hand a 
statement and representation, on cath, of captatn Saumel Chew 
of New-Haven in the state of Connecticut, which he would beg 
leave to present to the house. | Captain Chew states. that he was 
supereargo on beard the brig Thames, and on the 19th of January, 
1812. sailed from St. Ubes, bound to New-Haven, with # earzo of 
salt and fruit; that on the 2nd of July following, the brig was 
taken passession of by a French squadron, consisting of two frie 
gates of 44 guns each, anda sloop of war of 16 guns, under the 
command of commodore Forretin, and that he was tokl by tne 
officer boarding him, that the brig would be burnt the next 
morning. ‘That the oflicers of the squadron informed him that 
they sailed from Nantz on the 8thof January. That on board the 
French vessels were the crews of the ship Asia from Philadelphia, 
bound to Lisbon, and of the brig Gershom of Duxberry. last from 
Boston, bound to Oporto, both laden with corn and iiour. That 
the officers of the squadron informed him, that on the 17th anc 
23d of January, they had captured and burnt the ship Asia ard 
brig Gershom. He also states. that he enquired of the commodore 
the reason of burning them, and was informed by him that he hed 
orders from his government, to burn all American vessels sailing to 
or from an encau’s port. ‘Thaten the 3d of February the commu. 
dore put on boad of the ‘Thames the captains and ecvews of the 
vessels burnt. being 37 in number, to be handed im the first pert, 
and that ov the 16th day of daly, he landed them at St Bartholo- 
mews. Captain Chew states, likewise, that ween the cammadore 
released the Thames, he gave him a document or writing, sub- 
seribed with bis own hand, and writter in French language, and 
which is ammexed to his statemeni. ‘This docugent contains a 
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§ the importance of their contents might entitle them. 


§ ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 
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: ¢ of names of the men composing the erews of the vessels 
pads it also states, that they were captured on voyages from 
Philadelphia and Boston to Lisbon, laden with grain tiour, by 
the division under the command of Monsr. xetin, member of 
the Legion of Honor, and that they were captured in pursuance of 
the instructions of the minister of marine > rea colonies. 

Mr. P. said, that this statement, withthe original document an- 
nexed in the French language, and winder the hand of the commo- 
dore of the squadron, had been forwarded here for the information 
of the government; that the Character of capt. Chew was stch, as 
to entitle him to full credit wherever he was known. Believing, 
therefore, as he did, in the truth of his statements, and that the 
document annexed is genuine, he thought it his duty to present it 
to thé house for their information. ‘The house, after having them 
read, can dispose of them to the secretary of state, or otherwise, as 
they may think proper. ah : ’ 

The papers presented by Mr. Pitkin paves been read— 

Mr. M‘Kim moved that they lie on the table, until time should 
be afforded for the arrival of these persons in the United States, 
whose testimony might confirm the facts stated. é 

Mr. Pitkin also wished them to lie on the table, that they might 
be examined by gentlemen, and reeeive that attention to which 


The papers were accordingly ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on military affairs, reported a 
bill for the establishment of an ordnance department; which was 
twice read and referred to a committee of the whole. é 

‘The house proceeded to consider the report of the committee of 
the whole on the following resolution: 

“Resolved, ‘Vhat itis expedient to make provision by law for the 
payment of the following deseriptions of claims, to wit:—1. Loan 
office certificates; 2. Indents of interest on public debt; 3. Final 
settlement of certificates; 4. Commissioner’s certificates; 5. Army 
certificates; 6. Credits given in leu of army certificates cancelled ; 
7. Credits for the pay of the army for which no certificates were 
issued; 8 Invalid pensions; 9. Lost or destroyed certificates:— 
notwithstanding any statute of limitation to the contrary, under 
such restrictions as shall ensure payment only to the original claim- 
ant, his heirs, executors or administrators.” 

The resolution was agreed to, and referred to the committee of 
claims to bring in a bill pursuant thereto. 3 } 

Another resolution to struct the committee of claims to enquire 
into the merit of revolutionary claims, was also agreed to; and 
suudry reports on such petitions were re-eommitted to the commit- 
tee of elaims. 

_ The bill for the organization of a corps of artificers, passed 
through a committee of the whole, Mr. Basset in the chair, was 
amended and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The house spent sometime in committee of the whole, Mr. Breck- 
enridge in the chair, on the bill to amend the patent laws; about 
the usual hour of adjoernment the committee rose, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again. : ; 

Wednesday, December 25.—Some business of minor importance 
being transacted— 

The following resolution was adopted, on motion of Mr. Milnor, 

Resolved, ‘That the attorney-general of the United States be re- 
‘{uested to examine and report to this house whether the penal code 
of the United States requires any, and if any, what alterations, 
amendments and additions, to render the same less sanguinary and 
more efficient 

The house took the message of the senate announcing the 
cohcurrence of that body in the report of the committee of con- 
ferenee on the navy bill, as noticed in our last. The house con- 
curred in the report. 

Mr. Wright being desirous of calling up his bill on the subject 
of seamen, on motion of Mr. D. R. Wilizains the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday was ordered to lie on the table. 

And the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Breckenridge in the chair, on the bill for the protection, recovery, 
aud indemnification of American seamen. Mt. Wright spoke near- 
ly twohours in support of the bill; when the committee rose, re- 


[For Thursday's proceedings see page 72.) 
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Indian affairs. 

Extract of a letter from Governor Harrison, dated 
4th March, 1812. 

“{ have the honor to inform you that the Indi- 
ans Mentioned in my letter of the 25th ult. arrived 
at this place on Saturday last. They delivered up 
their arms without the least hesitation. Yesterday 
and the day before, I met them in council. The 
Kickapoos, Winebagoes, and that part of the 
Piankeshaw tribe which had joined the prophet, 
had employed the Weas and Red River tribes to 
mediate with them; and a chief of the latter was 
the principal orator. He said that the whole win- 
ter had been occupied in sending messages to the 
different villages of the Patawattimies, Kickapoos, 
Miamis and Delawares, to consult upon the mea- 
sures which were proper to be taken under the cir- 
cumstances in which they were placed, and that it 
Wis unanimously agreed to stipplicate their father 


the president, for peace; that this was the ardent 
Wish of all those who had been lately under the in- 
fluence of the prophet, that they ‘acknowledged 
that it was the fault of that bad man, that the late 
great calamity had fallen upon them. The princi- 
pal Winebago chief of the party which had joined 
the prophet, was present as the representative of 
the tribe. I informed him of the mischief which 
has been lately done by his tribe on the Mississippi, 
and the apprehensions which were entertained of 
further hostility from them. He had agreed to set 
out immediately for the residence of his tribe to in- 
form them of our having buried the tomakawk, and 
to bring one or two of the principal men to accom- 
pany the chiefs of the other tribes in their visit to 
the president. He has promised candidly to ex- 
plain to them the cause of the late action (in which 
they lost so many warriors) and the artifices which 
were practised upon them toengage in it. Ido be- 
lieve the Indians are sincere in their profession of 
friendship and desire for peace, and that we shall 


have no further hostilities, unless it be from the 
Winebagoes, who are so far removed, as to consis 
der themselves out of our reach. However, the 
chief whom I have sent to them assures me that 
they will abandon all thoughts of hostilities as soon 
as he arrives among them. Tecumsee has return- 
ed and is much exasperated against his brother for 
his precipitancy. He blames him for throwing off 
the mask before their plans were matured. He 
sent me a short speech informing me of his return, 
and that he was now ready to visit the president. 
—I have informed the other Indians he may go with 
them, but not as their leader. They’ unanimously 
and vehemently declared they never more would 
listen to him.” 
Copy of a letter from Governor Edwards to Gover- 
nor Scott. 
Elvirade, Randolph county, Ilinois territory, Feb. 13, 1812. 

Sir—Governor Howard and myself have recent- 
ly received information from various quarters, 
which convinces both of us that formidable combi- 
nations of the savages will very shortly attack the 
frontiers of this and Lousiana territory. Under 
these circumstances, I shall wish (if it shall eventu- 
ally appear to be necessary) to raise some volunteers 
in the southern parts of the state of Kentucky, pro- 
vided the measure meets with your approbation, 
which I most respectfully solicit. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

NINIAN EDWARDS. 
His excellency governor Scott. 
Extract of a letter dated Kaskaskia, February 18, 
to a gentleman in Washington. 

“T am sorry to find that we have the appearance 
of an Indian war on the Mississippi. I have just 
received information from Fort Madison that a par- 
ty of Indians, supposed to be the Puorts (Wineba- 
goes) and some of those that escaped from the bat- 


about 100 miles below Fort Madison by the name 
of Neil, and declare that they will continue to de- 
stroy all the Americans they meet with.” 








‘The prospect before us” 


From all we can learn of the hopes, fears or ex- 
pectations of the great men at Washington, war 
against England, or at least the adoption of mea- 
sures that will immediately lead to it, may now be 
looked for daily. By procrastination, we have cer- 
tainly lost the golden opportunity of striking a blow 
that might have given a speedier termingtion to the 





tle of Tippecanoe, had killed a family of Americans 
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controversy, and allowed the enemy full time to the feelings of the British councils, savage and ob: 


complete his arrangements for offensive or defensive } 


operations :—indeed, before we can now be ready | 


to act with effect, even on the defensive, such sup- 
plies of troops and stores will pour into Canada, 
that a “rapid descent” rrom, rather than vPoN, 
that country, may be anticipated, if the British 
think it prudent to tread the road that leads to Sa- 


_ratoga. But there is an end to mortal things; and 


procrastination must come io a close: ‘It is general- 
ly agreed that war is inevitable-and if'so, the sooner 
it is commenced, or, at least, actively prepared for, 
the better; because it will the sooner end. 

By the arrival of the British ketch Gleaner, at 
Arinapélis, nothing has been received calculated to 
give the least hopes of an amicable adjustment of 
differences—on the contrary, it is stated on what 
we esteem good authority, that Mr. Foster has or- 
ders to demand the cause and object of the hostile 
attitude this government has assumed, as has been 
oustomary in Europe. What answer can be given 
by the secretary of state ? It must be indefinite or 
evasive ; and cannot be satisfactory to the British 
cabinet: who calculating upon a rupture, have 
already ordered every vessel that is fit for service in- 
to commission: they will strike the first blow, as 
thier usage is, and it will fall heavily. 

The Wational Intelligencer says— 

‘‘As the Hornet sailed from England before the 
Gleaner, we cannot expect to receive by her any 
information of a more satisfactory nature than that 
brought by the Gleaner; and the papers by the lat- 
ter vessel give no intimation of the repeal of the or- 
ders incouncil. “Hope deferred maketh the heart 
sick.” Wé are weary of hoping or expecting from 
Great Britain any respect for our rights except 
such as is extorted at the cannon’s mouth. Let us 
then no longer deceive ourselves; the period is 
arrived when the rights and honor of our country 
must be asserted by an appeal to arms, or ignomini- 
ously surrendered to the dictation of a foreign pow- 
er. The questien of war is no longer a question of 
expediency. War or irretrievabie d.sgrace appear 
to us to be the only alternatives in the choice of the 
American government.” 

A letter to the editor of the Democratic Press 
from Washinton, says— 

“ft is understood there is a British spy who 
frequents the gallery of the house of representatives. 
He followed Henry here. He is an old grey-headed 
veteran and has acted as aid-de-camp to general 
Prevost. Congress are beset, I have no doubt, with 
a system of espionage co-extensive with British de- 
pravity, At three stations on the lakes the British 
are building gun-boats, and a 20 gun sbip is on the 
stocks at Malden. A new test is offered to the in- 
habitants of Canada and those who will not take it 
have leave to depart. The militia are organizing 
in that country and every thing savage and sem1- 
savage indicates an attack from that quarter. Ame- 
rica has only to prevent the meditated blow by 
promptly meeting the crisis. The department of 
war contemplate having 15,000 regulars in the field 
by the Istof May. Itis said colonel Fenwick has, 
in the short space of a fortnight, recruited 200 mien 
in the vicinity of this city. 

‘A bill for the protection, recovery and indem- 
nification of American seamen, will, I expect, be 
acted on to day. It was reported by Mr. Wright, 
whose whole soul seems devoted. to extend relief to 
these, our much suffering fellow citizens. The 
bill rests on the principle of fair retaliation and re- 
prisals. If it can be carried into effect it. will reach 


durate as they are—Their disease has become se 


inveterate that it needs the severe operations of the | 


actual cautery.” 





The Chronicle, &c. 


BattirmoreE, March 28, 1812. 


_No further particulars relative to John Henry, or 
his plot, worthy of record, have transpired, except 
that Mr. Seaver, member of Congress of Massx 
chusetts, in a letter published in the Boston Patriot 
says, the signatures of lord Jiverpool, sir Jamey 
Craig and Mr. Peel are duly authenticated to be 
genuine. The letter concludes with the following 
paregraph— 

“There was a stipulation on the part of govern. 
ment, that the names of persons concerned with Henry, 
in America, should not be insisted on; this was 4 
condition on which he consented to give up the 
papers. He expressly said, he never would, under 
any circumstances, betray the confidence they had 
placed in him—and that he should not have betrayed 
the confidence of the British government, if the; 
had not been perfidious to him.” : 


The Boston Patriot says—It is a fact, that M": 
Coore, first aid-de-camp to sir Geo. Prevost, was 


period of two months. 

“The Bank of America,” with a capital of sir 
millions, will probably receive a charter from the 
state of New York. The act of incorporation 


passed the house of assembly by a majority of 19 


votes and will also pass the senate. The suspicion 
of bribery, noticed in our last, was not supported; 
and the house passed an unanimous vote exculpating 


paseng member who voted for the bill from a suspi- 


cion of corruption. The price to be paid for the 
charter is given in page 17. The great aid thereby 
afforeed to the magnificent project of opening 2 
communication between the Lakes and the Atlanti 


‘by means of a canal, has, doubtless, been the chicf§ 


cause of the success of the application—a_ work 
that can have no parallel on the globe, if duly «: 
complished, for extensive utiJity. 

London, and many places in the interior of 
England, appear to be in a most dreadful state, 
trom murders, assassinations, robberies and riots, 
caused, ‘no doubt, by the pressure of the times— 
Whole families have been cut off in London, and 
violent robberies are committed in the streets it 
the middle of the day. The like was never be- 
fore heard of, though the government is most active 
and vigilant to preserve the public safety. The 
greater part of Nottinghamshire is in a state of in- 
surrection ; the pretence is, the introduction of 3 
certain kind of weaving-frames calculated to lesset 
manual labour. ‘They are marshalled and disci: 
plined,” says a Nottingham paper, “like a regula! 
army, and are commanded by a leadea, under whos 
banners they swear to conquer or die!” Parties 0 
militia are marching from the neig!boring cow! 
ties, the military force in Nottingham being insu! 
ficient to preserve tranquility. These disturbancts 
have lasted a considerable time, and from the mis¢ 
rsble state of the poor manufactures there is ™ 


people appear as if in a state of literal starvation- 
A ew-Hampshire —T he election for governor laté 

ly took place in New-Hampshire; all the retur 

are not yet received, but the great probability * 
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tere has been no choice by the people, on account 
f the scattering votes, chiefly given for Mr. Lang- 
on who had declined to serve._ Mr. Plumer 1s sup- 
norted by the republicans, and Mr. Gilman by the 
ederalists. In case neither has a majority of the 

hole number of votes, the right of choice devolves 
pon the legislature, which is stated to havea large 
jajority of republican members. 


The bill for the admission of Louisiana into the 
inion, has passed the house of representatives, with 
a provision to include within the limits of that state 
<) much of the West Florida territory as lies west 

f Pearl river. ) 

A bill with the same title, also passed its third 

eading in the senate. (Nat Int. 


The pope-—Upon the authenticity of the follow- 
ng most important intelligence the public may con- 
dently rely.—His holiness the pope, having com- 
nlied with the wishés of Bonaparte, by nominating 
o the vacant bishoprics in France and its depen- 
ences, has been freed from restraint and granted a 
palace at Parma in Italy ( London paper. 


Spain.—We have accounts of some important oc- 
urrences in Spain:—The strong fortifications of 
‘udad Rodrigo were carried by assault on the night 
f the 19th of January after a siege of 12 days, by 
he combined British and Portuguese armies, under 
ord Wellington. It is to the credit of the allies 
hat this place held out againse the French, under 
Mussena, for 76 days, during 16 of which their bat- 
eries were opened. ‘In the assault and during the 

siege the allies are stated to have lost 1100 men kil- 
ed and wounded, among whom were three British 
renerals, Mackinnon, Crawford, and Vandelear, the 
wo former killed. Two thousand of the French 
rarrison were killed, in and after the assault, 1700 
vere taken prisoners.—As was anticipated, Valentia 
as fallen into the hands of Soult. In page 16, the 
Hefeat of Blake is noticed, after which he shut him- 
elf up in this city—Soult entered it the latter end 
of January, and Blake and his army of 16,000 
en were made prisoners.—It is further stated that 
1e Cortes have formed a new regency, and put the 
luke del Infan-tado at the head of it; which has 
riven great confidence to the people. The siege of 
Cadiz continues ineffective. Lord Wellington has 
ommenced offensive operations in Spain, and said 
o have greatly disconcerted the affairs of the 
French, who contemplated he would confine him- 
self to the defence of Portugal only. A violent 
storm commenced here on the Ist of Feb. and lasted 
hree days, during which upwards of 100 vessels, 
‘nglish and American, went on shore on the French 
side. The artillery and stores found in Ciudad 
Rodrigo ave given as ‘ollows: 
Brass twenty-four pounders 113 
Cannon balls of all sizes 79,064 
Grape shot 20,194 
Barrels of gun-powder 5,400 
Cartridges 500,000 
Carriages, wagons, &c. 107 
Muske:s with their bayonets 8,365 
Musket fints 364,760 
Battering pieces 53 
And a great variety of other stores. 


Sicity.—It is intimated that the former good un- 
lerstanding between Sicily and Great Britain has 
ecn restored. ‘The British troops on that island 
nake occasional excursions upon the Neapolitan 
oasts, With general success. 


France ann Rvussta—Our readers will recol- 


rect that about two months ago, the Austrian go- 


vernment issued an‘ order directing that French 
troops should be allowed to pass through the Aus- 
trian territories, and that provisions and other ne- 
cessaries should be afforded them. It is now said 
that the French have assembled a powerful force on 
the eastern confines of Hungary, and that in the 
event of hostilities with Russia, France in connec- 
tion with an Austrian army, will come on the rear 
of the Russian army on the UVanube, which has 
been fighting the Turks. This army, it is thought, 
Bonaparte will attempt to seize, and thus make 
Russia subscribe to such terms as he may choose to 
dictate to her. London paper. 

PrincELy woornes.—The archduke Francis of 
Austria, first cousin of the emperor, has left 
Vienna for the purpose of marrying his niece the 
eldest daughter of the king of Sardinia, having 
obtained permission from the pope to set aside the 
laws of consanguinity. The archduke is’ 45 years 
old—the princess 29; and said to be a most beauti- 
ful woman. They intend to take up their residence 
in England. 

“Spanish Amentca.”—A letter from Porte 
Rico says—‘We had the pleasure of seeing the ar- 
rival of a convoy in this port from Cadiz of 3,500 
troops destined to Vera Cruz, they stated that 4000 
troops were ready to sail for the province of Vene- 
zuela. 


February 13th, the 10th instant, anchored in this 
port a convoy from Cadiz and Corunna, with 4000 
troops destined to Caracas, they will sail without 
delay on the 20th instant.” 

In this we behold the ardent “patriotism” and libe- 
ral spirit of the “regency” of Spain! What citizen 
of America can refuse his best wishes for the suc- 
cess of endeavours so “holy?” The inquisition has 
been destroyed in Venezuela, and the “insurgents” 
have doubted the infallibility of kings—and almost 
sacrileziously thinking they could best manage their 
own affairs, they adopted a government for them- 
selves without the consent of the huge “patriots” 
of Cadiz!—Now is the time for the liberty-loving 
English, the magnanimous Portuguese and the loy- 
al inhabitants of the United States, to unite in a 
crusade, to restore “ORDER, RELIGION and Law” 
to the fertile regions of “Spanish America!”—to 
be aiding and assisting in the “gallant struggle” 
to resist Bonaparte, the “tyrant!” Let all unite 
in hosannas to the name of “glorious” Ferdinand, 
and cry—be freedom destroyed! 


But to quit the language of irony, which the case 
so justly merits, we are rather pleased than offend: 
ed at this act of the Cadiz junta, believing it will 
cement and consolidate the interests and feelings of 
all the people of Venezuela, &c. and give strength 
and energy to the new governments. The enem 
will have a warm reception; and hundreds of them, 
seeing the prosperity and happiness of the new 
world, will become faithful citizens, and gallant 
defenders of its soil. From the present aspect of 
affairs, itis more than probable that the United 
States will soon acknowledge the republics of south 
America, as free, sovereign and independent states. 
If so, our western citizens can and will give such 
aid to the patriots of Mexico, as:may enable them to 
expel their bloody tyrants. It would be a “harvest 
of glory,” aye, and'of profit too, to the hardy repub- 
licans resident beyond the Alleghanies; and its 
success would open a trade for themselves, and for 
their fellow citizens of the Atlantic states, far more 
lucrative than any heretofore enjoyed by the United 
States;—a vast field for enterprize, would be open- 
ed, and we naturally should enjoy its first fruits 
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Governor Tompkins of New-York, has issued a 
proclamation offering $750 reward for the appre- 
hension of one John Martin, charged with attemp- 
ing to bribe certain members of the New-York le- 
gislature, to induce them to vote for the incorpora- 
tion of the six million bank. 


A manufactory of PINS, as it seems, on a liberal 
scale, has been established at New-York. They are 
are said to be equal to the English. 

A HINT FOR THE CONGRESS. 

In the year 1778 the king of Prussia marched in 
person against the emperor, at the head of 200,000 
men. His motion was made wiih so much secrecy, 
that it was not known till carried into execution, as 
the following laconic card left in the cabinetaddress- 


‘ed to the minister, sufficiently testifies: 


“You will find money enough in the treasury 
for the public supplies; I trust in God I shall not 
be long absent, as 1am only goneon a small excur- 
sion in order to teach a young gentlemen in the 
neigbourhood his military exercise. 

FREDERIC.” 


Lonpon, January 28 1812. 

Every ship of war fit for service is ordered to be 

ot ready. Among these are:—The Albion, Ra- 
miklies, Montagu and Asia, line of battle ships at 
Chatham. The Impregnab!e, 98; Superb and Ex- 
cellent, 74; Timon and Pomone 38, at Portsmouth. 
The Ocean, 98; Spencer, 74; Revolutionaire, 38; 
and Devastation, bomb, at Woolwich. The Ne- 
mesis, 28; Savage sloop, and Sentinel, and Olym- 
pia, cutters, at Sheerness. 

The late governor Craig has thus bequeathed his 
property.-4To the earl of Harrington, 80,000/. to 
colonel Stanhope, (ihe earl of Harrington’s brother) 
5,0007. and to the duchess of Newcastle (sister to 
the foregoing legatees) 5,0002 It is understood 
that he has left his fine collection of pictures to 
lord H. 

House of Commons, January 24. 

America.—Mr. Whitebread asked the chancellor 
of the exchequer, whether he had any objections 
to the publication of the correspondence between 
the Americrn and British governments. 

Mr. Percival said, he certamly should object to 
such publication, uatil some decided compromise 
had taken place. 

Mr. Whitebread then gave notice, that he should 
take an early opportunity of making a motion on 
this subject. 

Onvers 1n Councrt.—Mr. Brougham gave no- 
tice, that he should, after the removal of the re- 
strictions from the prince regent, move, that an 
humble address be presented to his royal highness, 
to rescind the orders in council and the svstem oi 
licensing. 

It is expected that the line of battle ships at Ports- 
mouth, will be ordered to take a reinforcement of 
troops to Portugal. They are fitting for sea with 
more than ordinary celerity. 

Several transports are going to the Mediterranean 
wih the Furieuse, laden with ordnance stores of 
every description: amongst which 2,000 stand of 
arms, 10,000 sabres, 1000 barrels of powder, and 
a great quantity of ball catridge, form a part. The 
transports go direct to Minorca. The arms it is un- 
derstood, are intended for a legion of Greeks, which 
is raising in the Ionian Isles, and for the Spaniards 
in Catalonia. 

The following is a statement of the arms shipped 
From the Lower, for Spain and Portugal, to the 31st 





December:—Spain $37,000 muskets, 4,600 carbine, 
8,600 pistols, 101,000 sets of infantry accoutrements 
50,000,000 ball cartridges, 8,500,000 lead bulls 
35,900 powder barrels. Portugal, 454,008 muskets, 
60 carbines, 21,200 rifles, 6,900 pistols, 50,000 sets 
of accoutrements, 11,607,000 ball cartridges, 60,00) 
lead balls, and 30,000 powder barrels. 


From the London Courier. 

Mr. Porter’s description of the views and feelingy 
of the committee of foreign relations in the Ameri. 
can house of representatives, is insufficiently war. 
like. They are hard words and blustering me. 
naces. The worthy interpreter of the committe 
seems to act upon the advice of sir Toby, in th 
play—And as thou draw’st swear horribly; for jt 
comes to pass oft, that a terrible oath, with a swag. 
gering accent sharply twang’d off, gives manhood 
more approbation than even proof itself could have 
earned him.” We are threatened with a naval war 
The American navy is todestroy our trade with th 
colonies! They hold a sword over our resource 
that wall cut them to the quick! Canada is to yield 
to their arms, and a country from which we impor 
600,000,000 (125 millions sterling! such is the state. 
meat of Mr. Porter!!!) is it to be conquered ¢ 
once. 


According to the American committee, it is to b 
a war of unvarying success and glory to the United 
States, and of constant defeat and ruin to Gres 
Britain—For Mr. Porter never hints at the possibi. 
lity of reverses to his own country. He neve 
thinks it possible that every American ship may k 
swept from the ocean; her harbours blockaded;- 
her commerce ruined altogether. A more noisy, 
sully, blustering speech—a speech more unstates. 
man \ike we never read. But perhaps the Ameri 
can committee meant little more than to bully. Mr 
Porter is against entering into the war prematurely~ 
Aye take council again; second thoughts will be 
best. If America spreads the cloth, we may fur. 
nish some dishes to the feast which her guests mi 
not relish. 
Oy The Courier is the chief ministerial paper. 
Ep. Ru 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday, March 26.—Mr. Seaver presented the 
report and resolution of the legislature of Massz 
chusetts relative to supplying the Indians _ witl 
blankets and the army with clothing. Referred tf 
the secretary of war. 

Mr. Wright from the committee of conferenc 
appointed on the part of the |:ouse to confer with: 
similar commitiee of the senate on the disagreemet! 
of the two houses on the quarter master’s bill, madey 
a report which was confirmed by the house and thus 
the bill has passed both houses. 

The engrossed bill fer exchanging a lot of ground 
in New Orleans for one belonging to the Ursulin} 
Nuns, was read a third time and passed, 

Mr. Wright called for his bill respecting America! 
seamen. Refused. 

The house went into committee of the whol 
general Breckenridge in the chair, on the patel! 
bill. The question pending before the committe 
was, on extending the time of holding a patent from 
fourteen to twenty one years. 

{The proceedings thereon will be noticed here 
ter; no decision was had.] 





— 


“The History of the Invasion of Po:tugal by 
Bonaparte,” is laid off for next week. 








